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Calendar

 Summer Fun 2011
photo contest

by Blythe Thimsen

Put away those travel brochures for far-away 
places, and look a little closer to home when it 
comes to planning something fun to do this summer, 
because we’ve got more fun packed into this city 
than one summer can handle. From June through 
August, there is something every day that will remind 
you of what an incredible place the Northwest is in 
the summer. Skeptical? Fill your calendar with some 
of these gems:

Thanks to all the great photographers 
who submitted your Summer Fun 
photos. 
We are excited to share not just 
your photos with our readers, but 
also the summer fun you 
experienced with each picture.
    ~ David Crary, Art Director

June 1 – Grab your flip-flops 
and sunscreen – It is going to be 
a great summer, thanks to all of the 
incredible things there are to do in 
the region. Let’s get ready for some 
serious summer fun….

June 2  - Progressive Dinner Bike 
Rides - Grab a group of friends, family and 
neighbors and pedal for your supper. Start 
at one person’s house for an appetizer, bike 
to a nearby park with everyone carrying 
supplies for a large picnic dinner. Then bike 
back to someone else’s house for dessert.

June 3  - First Fridays - This 
family-friendly event, the first Friday 
of each month, features live dance, 
music and theatre exhibits, as well as 
art showings and more. Events run 
from 5-8 p.m. and vary each month. 
www.downtownspokane.net 

June 4 - Spokane Festival of Speed 
Vintage Car Race - A historic automobile 
race sanctioned by SOVREN, the Society 
of Vintage Racing Enthusiasts. This will 
be SOVREN’s inaugural vintage race at 
Spokane County Raceway.  Over 120 classic 
and historic road racing cars will grace the 
raceway’s reconfigured road course during 3 
fun-filled days (June 3-5).    
www.northwestmotorsports.org

photo by Sara Story
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June 5 - ArtFest 2011 – Art is in 
full bloom at Coeur d’Alene Park in 
Browne’s Addition, where there will be 
over 140 amazing artisans, live music, 
lots of food vendors, a big beer and 
wine garden, art demonstrations and 
fun for the whole family! (June 3-5)  
www.northwestmuseum.org 

photo by Dean Huggins

photo by Joe Carlson

June 6  -MAC (Museum of Arts 
and Culture) - When you have a 
MAC attack, satisfy it with a trip to 
Spokane’s premier museum, located 
in Browne’s Addition. Several exhibits 
running throughout the summer are 
worth your time, including Leonardo 
DaVinci: Man – Inventor – Genius. (509) 
456-3931
 www.northwestmuseum.org

June 7 - Casinos –Betting that 
summer will be more fun if you are 
willing to take a gamble? You could 
have a winning time at one of the 
local casinos. Try the blackjack 
tables at Northern Quest Casino 
(www.northernquest.com) in Airway 
Heights, or make it a day on the 
golf course at Coeur d’Alene Casino 
(www.cdacasino.com) in Worley, ID.

June 8 – Spokane River 
Centennial Trail – There are 
probably over a hundred reasons to 
love Spokane’s Centennial Trail. Start 
discovering them yourself, whether by 
biking, walking, running or roller-blading 
on this trail, which is one of the true 
gems of the city. Hop on the trail at any 
point along the way, between Nine-Mile 
Falls and the Idaho border – that is a 
lot of trail from which to choose. www.
spokanecentennialtrail.org 

June 10 - Spokane Shock Arena 
Football – It shouldn’t be a shock to 
the Philadelphia Soul when the Spokane 
Shock crush them, starting at 5 p.m. on 
June 10th. The Veteran’s Memorial Arena 
is fast becoming the favorite place in 
town as Spokanites gather to watch live 
pyrotechnic displays and thrilling victories 
of their hometown Arena Football League 
team. www.spokaneshock.com

June 11 - 33rd Spokane Area 
Classic Chevy Club Open Show 
– Vroom vroom, get your motor revving 
for this celebration of classic Chevys. 
The Spokane Area Classic Chevy 
Club is dedicated to the restoration 
and preservation of 1955, 1956, and 
1957 Chevrolet automobiles, including 
Corvettes and trucks. Check out the 
autos, talk with the experts and enjoy 
the show. www.saccc567.com

June 12 - Horseback Riding 
– Giddyup! Horseback riding is an 
exciting way to see the trails of 
the area from a new vantage point.  
Numerous parks and recreation sites 
allow horses on trails. Find local 
horseback riding opportunities at 
www.horserentals.com/washington

June 13 - Laser Quest – Ever want 
to zap your co-worker or friend? Now 
is your chance to do it with laser guns, 
and have great fun in the process. The 
excitement is palpable at Laser Quest 
in downtown Spokane’s old Armory 
building. Gather a group of friends or 
coworkers and let the adventure begin. 
www.laserquest.com

June 14 - Public Libraries – 
Check it out. Literally, check out some 
books. Our libraries are alive with 
excitement over the summer. Whether 
you are looking for a book to read, 
want to research an area of interest, 
or simply want to escape the heat 
by cooling off with a book, this is the 
place to do it. Check out summer story 
hours and activities for children!
 www.spokanelibrary.org 

June 15 - Gondolas at Silver 
Mountain – Head over to Silver 
Mountain where the gondola heads to 
the top of the mountain continuously 
throughout the day. With single lift 
tickets, as well as all day or season 
passes, you can get to the top as 
often as you like. Once you are there, 
enjoy a network of trails for hiking, 
biking and exploring. You can also 
take in lunch and an evening concert, 
as well as living history presentations.
 www.silvermt.com

Bistro lunches, fresh baked pies, fruit and decor

NOW 
OPEN
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June 16 – Rock Climbing  - Before 
you rush off to climb El Capitan, in 
Yosemite, try brushing up on your skills 
at Wild Walls Indoor Climbing Gym in 
downtown Spokane. It is a great place 
to learn the sport of rock climbing, or 
to brush up on your skills. With two 
40-ft climbing structures, 50 routes, two 
bouldering caves as well as a learning 
wall, climbing has never been so easy. 
www.wildwalls.com

June 17 - Spokane Indians 
Baseball Games – It’s opening 
night of Spokane Indians Baseball 
on June 17th! You’ll be enjoying the 
fireworks with the rest of the crowd 
as  our Indians take on the Salem-
Keizer Volcanoes at 6:30 p.m.  www.
spokaneindiansbaseball.com

June 18 – Car d’Lane – Get your 
motor running with this fantastic, 
annual, classic car event held on the 
streets of downtown Coeur d’Alene, 
featuring 1972 and pre-1972 autos and 
trucks. The two day event, which runs 
the 17-18th, includes a cruise along 
the streets of Coeur d’Alene on Friday 
night, from 6:00-9:30 p.m., as well as a 
show on Saturday from 8-4 p.m.
 www.cdadowntown.com

June 19 – Father’s Day!!! Celebrate 
all the fabulous fathers you know!

June 20 - City Pools open – 
It’s cool to go to the pool! Jump, 
float, dive or simply splash in one 
of Spokane Park’s Department’s six 
aquatic centers: A.M. Cannon Park, 
Comstock, Hillyard, Liberty, Shadle 
and Witter. A variety of aquatic 
programs and open swim sessions 
are available at each pool. www.
spokaneparks.org

June 21 – Visit The Scoop 
– Perhaps the coolest, and 
smallest ice cream shop in the 
city, The Scoop is a summertime 
destination. Featuring delicious ice 
cream offerings from Spokane’s 
Brain Freeze Creamery, and ample 
outdoor seating, it is worth the 
walk – or drive. They don’t have 
a website you can visit, so just 
go straight to The Scoop, at 1001 
West 25th Avenue.

June 22 - Crosby Museum 
- Bing Crosby was not just a well-
known celebrity, he was also a 
Gonzaga University alumnus and 
a well-loved citizen of Spokane. 
One of the world’s largest public 
collections of Crosby memorabilia is 
on display in the Crosbyana Room in 
the Foley Center. Learn more about 
Bing and his life as a Spokane-
raised celebrity. www.gonzaga.edu

June 23 - Riverside State Park – 
There is a little bit of heaven just a few 
miles from downtown.  Riverside State 
Park is a great place to spend the day 
hiking or biking along the trails, watching 
rafters and kayakers fly by on the water 
and enjoying the beauty of the area. 
With camping and restroom facilities, 
you may just want to move in! For more 
information visit www.riversidestatepark.org

June 24 - Rockin B Ranch – 
Yeeeeeehaw! Cowboy Supper Shows are 
back for the 17th season of Rockin B Ranch, 
the only Cowboy Supper Show in Eastern 
Washington or North Idaho. In addition to 
supper shows, there are jazz nights, Patrick 
F. McManus comedies, Bluegrass concerts, 
and new this year, Spaghetti Western 
Wednesdays. There are also four Sunday 
socials planned throughout the summer, 
which are family-oriented, and alcohol-free. 
After one visit, you’ll be roped into being a 
regular! www.rockinbranch.com

Fine 
Alpaca 

Clothing

New Spring and 
Summer Arrivals!

16229 N Day Mt Spokane Rd 
info@colca.us.com 

509.475.5110

Thursday - Sunday   10am- 5pm
Always open by Appointment
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June 25 - Hoopfest - The world’s 
largest 3-on-3 basketball tournament 
takes place right here in Spokane 
each summer. No jumping through 
hoops to get the information, we’ve 
got it for you: this summer it is June 
25th and 26th. Drawing teams from 
over 37 states, and over 24,000 
participants, this event is a slam-
dunk success every year.
 www.hoopfest.org

June 26 - Ironman CDA –Visit 
beautiful Coeur d’Alene on June 26th, 
and cheer on those brave souls who 
are willing to swim, bike and run all on 
the same day. Watch these athletes 
who have come from all over the 
world to participate in the competition. 
It may just inspire you to start training 
for next year! www.ironmancda.com

June 27 - Canoeing on the 
Spokane River – One of the 
greatest treasures this area has to 
offer us is the river. While it was once 
one of the toughest rivers to navigate, 
modern damns have slowed the pace 
of the water and made it a virtual 
summer playground. If you want a 
gentle ride along the shores, consider 
a canoe ride. 

June 28 - MOBIUS - Just because 
it is summer doesn’t mean you stop 
learning - especially when you include 
a trip to MOBIUS on your schedule. 
Housed in the lower lever of River 
Park Square, this hands on children’s 
museum and educational experience 
combines science, technology 
and entertainment all in one! www.
mobiusspokane.org

June 29 - Sea Plane Flights  - A 
summertime treat that is a one-of-a-
kind adventure awaits you when you 
take to the sky and then to the water 
in a sea plane. You can tour local 
lakes in a sea plane and experience 
the best of both worlds. Taking off 
from the water you will fly above the 
trees and take in the sights before 
again landing on the water. For 
information on where to get tickets, 
visit www.coeurdalene.org/what-to-do/
on-the-water

June 30 –A Little Night Music 
- Broadway shows, North Idaho 
location! Coeur d’Alene Summer 
Theatre (CST) is Idaho’s oldest 
performing arts organization, bringing 
full-scale Broadway musicals 
to Coeur d’Alene each summer, 
including A Little Night Music. This 
Stephen Sondheim and Hugh Weeler 
masterpiece is based on the Igmar 
Bergman’s film, Smiles of a Summer 
Night and is set in turn-of-the-century 
Sweden.  www.cdasummertheatre.com

July 1 – Partial Solar Eclipse – 
Throw a solar eclipse party! A partial 
solar eclipse occurs in the polar regions 
of the Earth when the center of the 
Moon’s shadow misses the Earth.

July 2 – Manito Park Duncan 
Gardens- The gardens of Versailles are 
so lovely, but the airfare is outrageous. 
Enjoy a garden of similar extreme 
beauty, for free. Manito Park’s Duncan 
Garden is a stunning sight to see, and 
will soon be a destination favorite.
 www.thefriendsofmanito.org

July 3 - Hiking - From full day 
hikes to mini stretches in the middle 
of the day, this area is a hiker’s 
playground.  Try some of the trails 
on Mt. Spokane for day hikes. Don’t 
forget to pack a picnic and plenty of 
water (sunscreen is a smart move, 
too.) For all you “urban hikers” out 
there who are looking for something 
to fit into your day between meetings 
and phone calls, head down to the 
trails near the old Flour Mill. With lots 
of exploring to be had there, you can 
hike on your lunch break!

July 4 – Fourth of July!!! 
Celebrate America’s birthday with 
fireworks and music at Riverfront 
Park. This annual community event 
celebrates Independence Day with 
family-friendly activities, food, music, 
arts and crafts, culminating in a 
spectacular fireworks extravaganza. 
www.spokaneriverfrontpark.com

July 5 - Sporting Clays – It looks 
so easy: you yell “Pull!” and shoot 
the disc as it flies across the sky.  For 
those of you who have tried skeet or 
clay shooting though, you know two 
things, it takes practice and it is fun!  
If you are looking for an opportunity 
to practice this sport try The Double 
Barrel Ranch in Rockford, Washington.  
Only 17 miles south of town, it feels 
like you are a million miles away. www.
doublebarrelranch.com

Olympic 
Game Farm

On the Olympic Peninsula

1-800-778-4295 • 360-683-4295 • www.OlyGameFarm.com
Olympic Game Farm 1423 Ward Rd. •  Sequim, WA 98382

Come tour 

with us & 

ROAR with

amazement! 

Special tours 
of wild life 

animals, some 
retired studio 
"actors", and 
Spring babies.

Odessa, Washington
For a calendar of events go to 

www.deutschesfest.com • www.odessachamber.net

www.applewayflorist.com

Thank you Spokane Readers 
for voting us one of the best 

Florists in Spokane! 

Spring garden ShOp nOW Open

11006 E. Sprague
509-924-5050 • 1-888-345-1145

Best Florist
2009

Best Garden 
Shop 2008

Best Florist
 2010

509-624-5204
5005 N. Division 
Ste #101 Spokane

Unique Apparel & Accessories

www.golforewomen.com

Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
or by appointment
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July 6 - Hiawatha Bike Trail – 
Traveling on this old train route in the 
North Idaho panhandle is a history 
lesson and bike trip in one. Named for 
the route the Milwaukee Railroad took 
from Illinois to Washington, the trail 
offers 15 miles of varied conditions, 
including ten tunnels. Shuttle buses 
are available; however, bikers must 
bring their own helmets, lighting and 
food and water. The trail usually opens 
on Memorial Day weekend. There are 
several informative websites, including 
www.friendsofcdatrails.org or www.
skilookout.com/hiaw/

July 7 – Bozzi Media’s 20 
Under 40 Party - Young, talented, 
motivated and crazy good at 
what they do, 20 young business 
professionals under the age of 40 
will be recognized for achieving 
great things in their professional 
careers at our annual 20 under 40 
Party at Barrister Winery.  Mike 
Gonzalaz, news anchor from KXLY 
Channel 4 and past 2010 winner 
of the 20 under 40 Award, is our 
esteemed Emcee! www.ibcatalyst.com

July 8 - Cheney Rodeo - A 
parade, a dance and cowboys 
competing for thousands of dollars 
of prizes. It must be the 44th Annual 
Cheney Rodeo, the largest rodeo in 
Spokane County. Running Friday, July 
8th through Sunday, July 10th, this is a 
great family event and a fun summer 
tradition. www.cheneyrodeo.com

July 9 – Soiree on the Edge 
at Arbor Crest - Once again, the 
Spokane Symphony will create a 
combination of two of its popular 
programs with Soiree on the Edge 
at Arbor Crest. Small groups from 
the orchestra’s outstanding players 
will present the signature “edgy” 
sounds of Symphony on the Edge a 
la Chamber Soirees. Add open air, 
a picnic and Arbor Crest wine and 
you’ve got a special excitement. Last 
summer’s Soiree on the Edge got rave 
reviews and a call to bring the highly 
successful concert back to Arbor 
Crest. www.spokanesymphony.org

July 10 - Valley Girl Triathalon – 
Who said ladies don’t sweat? The girls 
will be sweatin’ this summer in Liberty 
Lake when they tackle this increasingly 
popular triathalon on Sunday, July 
10th. Come cheer on local women as 
they run, bike and swim their way to a 
victory. www.valleygirltri.com

July 11 - Cat Tales Zoological 
Park – Looking for a roaring good 
time this summer?  Head out to Cat 
Tales on Spokane’s north side. Where 
else in this part of the world can you 
go to see an assortment of large 
exotic cats, including the newest 
additions, Amura and Sage! This is an 
experience to remember.
 www.cattales.org

July 12 - Liberty Lake – What was 
once an out of town destination has 
quickly become a suburb of Spokane; 
however, Liberty Lake still has nearly 
3,000 acres of land to explore. With 
trails for hiking, play equipment, 
shelters, BBQ areas and plenty of 
swimming and beach area, as well as 
restrooms, it has it all. 
www.libertylakewa.gov

July 13 - IMAX – Escape the 
heat of the summer by slipping 
into the doors of the IMAX theatre 
in Riverfront Park. With the area’s 
tallest movie screen and a bevy 
of interesting and educational 
films, this is the place to be.  www.
spokaneriverfrontpark.com

July 14 - Walking Tours of 
Spokane – So used to zipping 
around in your car that, if it is off 
of a major arterial, you don’t know 
the city in which you live? Join – or 
start – a walking tour. In addition to 
providing you a chance to see parts 
of the city up close and personal, 
walking is a great form of exercise.

July 15 - Lake Pend Orielle 
Cruises – Bon voyage! The 
Shawnodese departs from the 
Sandpoint City Beach Dock daily 
in the summer, guaranteeing you 
a fabulous ride on the lake.  Day 
cruises, dinner cruises and private 
charter cruises are all available. www.
lakependoreillecruises.com

July 16 - Northwest Renaissance 
Festival - Hear ye, hear ye! Calling all 
kings, queens and wenches. One of 
summer’s staple events is the Northwest 
Renaissance Fair Festival, which takes 
place over five weekends, from June 
25th to July 24th. With jousting, music, 
theatre, comedy and quadrille and 
quintaine (think horses), you will want 
to come back multiple weekends. For 
more information about activities and 
performers, visit their website at www.
nwrf.net

photo by Jennifer Risden

July 17 - Parasailing – Have you 
ever wanted to fly like a bird,  with the 
safety of a harness of course! Spread 
your wings and fly across the lake as 
you experience of one the most popular 
summer water activities – parasailing.  
The view from above is fantastic, and 
the feeling that you are flying will be a 
long-lasting memory. www.coeurdalene.
org/what-to-do/on-the-water

July 18 – Lemonade Stands 
– Remember those days of young 
entrepreneurship when you’d sell 
lemonade on the corner? Well maybe 
you can’t set up a booth now, but 
consider supporting your neighborhood 
kiddo and buy a glass. 

July 19 - Bowling – When the heat 
gets to you and it is time to cool off, 
duck inside to bowl a couple of frames 
at Hugo’s On The Hill. While you’ll go 
for the bowling, don’t be surprised if 
the food, drink, casino and great prices 
lure you into staying. Who wants to 
be outdoors in the summer heat when 
Hugo’s is so cool? www.hugosonthehill.
com

Photo by Ryan Lindberg

An Event Center
In the Heart 
of the Valley

18507 E. Appleway
Spokane Valley 

WA  99016

509-998-9319

Family owned & operated since 1983

wildwestlogfurniture.com

208-667-1394
400 W Clayton Ave  Coeur d'Alene ID 83815

(hwy 95 and dalton, across  From tom addis dodge)

custom orders welcome • AmericAn mAde • on site fActory 

liFe time guarantee

18,000 Sq Ft.   

Showroom

Save Big
 on 

Closeouts

HUGE Summer S
ale

Save up to
 50%
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July 20 – Spokane Farmer’s Market 
– Gather goodies fresh from the land 
without having to do the harvesting 
yourself. Mosey on down to Spokane 
Farmer’s Market, located at 10 W. 5th 
Avenue, between Division and Browne and 
browse the best in local produce, flowers 
and more. www.spokanefarmersmarket.org

July 21 - Cherry Pickers Trot & Pit 
Spit- The annual four-mile run through 
Green Bluff’s orchards is back again this 
year, on July 21st along with the annual Pit 
Spit contest. Whether you are there to run 
the race or cheer on the runners, spit the 
pits or cheer on the spitters, this is a great 
annual event. As always, there are plenty 
of fresh-from-the-garden goodies at Green 
Bluff.  www.greenbluffgrowers.com

July 22 – Buddy: The Buddy Holly 
Story Revival –Spokane Civic Theatre 
brings on a summer encore! The cast and 
crew of this Season’s Buddy: The Buddy 
Holly Story Revival will reunite once again 
to bring you all of the same rock n’ roll fun. 
It’s time to rave on! www.spokanecivictheatre.
com

July 23 - Julyamsh Powwow - The 
nation’s largest outdoor powwow takes 
place in Post Falls, Idaho, July 22nd to the 
24th. Booths will be set up with clothing, 
jewelry, furs and more on sale, and there 
will be bareback horse competitions, 
as well as dancing. Stop by to visit this 
cultural event. www.julyamsh.com

July 24 - Fishing – Holy Mackerel! 
Well, mackerel may not be what you will 
find in the local waters, but other types 
of fish are abundant. Fishing is a way 
of life in the Northwest in the summer. 
Pack a picnic and head to your favorite 
spot, or if you want the guidance of a 
professional, contact one of the many local 
guide services that offer afternoon trips or 
weekend getaways!

July 25 - Fairmont Hot Springs – 
Summer is about road trips, and where 
better to head then to Fairmont Hot 
Springs in British Columbia.  A scenic five-
hour drive from Spokane, you can soak 
away your stiff muscles in their famed 
hot mineral spring water pools. Visit www.
fairmonthotsprings.com 

July 26 - Green Bluff – A visit to Green 
Bluff is sure to kick start your summer. 
With over 30 area growers, each boasting 
a variety of fruits and vegetables, you can 
pick your way through the summer. Our 
favorite activity is picking peaches! Visit 
www.greenbluffgrowers.com 

July 27 - Kayaking – This fun 
sport is perfect for the many different 
areas the river offers.  Contact REI, 
Mountain Gear or the Spokane 
Mountaineers to learn more about 
popular routes to take, or about group 
outings. Remember, though, safety 
first! www.riversidestatepark.org/little_
spokane.htm

July 28 - Turnbull National 
Wildlife Refuge – Originally 
established as breeding and nesting 
grounds for migratory birds and other 
animals, Turnbull offers 16,000 acres 
of land, 3,036 of which are wetlands.  
Get out and explore this unique area, 
which is only a 40-minute drive from 
Spokane! For more information, visit 
www.fws.gov/turnbull

July 29 – Coeur d’Alene 
Summer Theatre – Another great 
full-scale Broadway production finds 
its way to North Idaho. Once on this 
Island, “a calypso flavored re-telling of 
the traditional Little Mermaid” will be 
the third production of the summer. 
www.cdasummertheatre.com

July 30 - Hot Summer Nights 
Party –Spokane Coer d’Alene Living’s 
Annual August Hot Issue is all about 
what’s hot in Spokane and CDA. 
Hot Models, Hot Cars, Hot Bands, 
HOT places to go, HOT places to 
eat and so much more… Join us for 
a sizzling hot party at Arbor Crest 
on July 30 from 5-11p.m.  www.
hotsummernights2011.eventbrite.com

July 31 – 33rd Annual Royal 
Fireworks & Concert  - The Royal 
Fireworks Concert is free to the 
public and features Allegro’s 60-piece 
Royal Band and dazzling fireworks 
choreographed to Handel’s music. The 
concert takes place on the Floating 
Stage in Spokane’s Riverfront Park. 
As when the piece was first played in 
1749, fireworks are choreographed 
to the final movements of Handel’s 
music. www.allegrobaroque.org

August 1 - Camping –Sleep under 
the stars! With more nearby lakes than 
you can count on your fingers, there 
are unlimited options when it comes to 
camping. We prefer the old fashioned 
kind involving a tent, but even posh-
style camping in an RV or trailer can 
be fun. Some of our favorite spots 
are on Priest Lake or Farragut State 
Park near Lake Pend Orielle. For more 
camping spots, visit www.idahoparks.
org/parks

August 2 – Golfing –It is one of the 
greatest ways to spend an early morning 
or late afternoon in Spokane, and with 
numerous private and public courses, there 
are no shortages of places to play golf. 
Try visiting several courses throughout the 
summer, including our fabulous county golf 
courses. www.spokanecounty.org

August 3 - Geocaching – Think treasure 
hunt meets techno geek. Geocaching 
combines the excitement of treasure 
hunting with GPS units. Items are hidden 
all throughout the area in parks, buildings, 
above ground, underwater and almost 
anywhere you can imagine. Once you find a 
location, you open the cache, take an item, 
leave an item and sign the logbook. For 
specifics on how to get started, visit www.
geocaching.com

August 4 – Hot August Nights - A 
free night of opera, operettas, and musical 
theatre under the stars. Enjoy the vocal 
talents of tenor Marcus Shelton. And guess 
what? If you sing “opera” for Spokane 
Opera’s YouTube channel, beginning at 
5:30 p.m., you can get a free ticket to the 
next main stage production at the Martin 
Woldson at the Fox! Bring a blanket or 
low-rise chair, a picnic dinner, and plenty 
of water. Hot August Nights is sponsored 
in part by the Spokane Parks Foundation. 
At Mirabeau Meadows on August 4th; at the 
Northwest Museum of Arts and Culture on 
August 6th. www.spokaneopera.org

August 5 - Art on the Green - Now 
in its 43rd year, this annual arts and crafts 
festival is a Coeur d’Alene tradition, which 
will bring together over 135 artists and 
an expected 50,000 visitors when it hits 
the green, August 5-7th. You can view and 
purchase art from a variety of mediums 
including metal, wood beads, clay and fiber. 
Located on the old Fort Sherman grounds 
on the North Idaho College campus. www.
artonthegreen.org

August 6 - Scottish Highland Games 
- Great Scot! This is an experience not to be 
missed.  Spokane Fairgrounds and Expo will 
come alive on August 6th for the Spokane 
Scottish Highland Games. Enjoy athletics, 
highland dancing, sheepdog exhibitions, 
band piping and individual piping. There will 
be lots of delicious food and drink as well. 
www.spokanehighlandgames.org

photo by Brandy Donoughs
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August 7 – Sammy Eubanks in 
concert at Arbor Crest  - The hottest 
spot in the summer is Arbor Crest on 
Sunday nights for their Summer Concert 
Series, which features a variety of musicians 
and is only $5. You may bring your own 
picnic or buy food there. Wine is also for 
sale by the glass or bottle. It is a great night 
under the stars! www.arborcrest.com

August 8 - Water Slides –We can’t 
think of a better way to cool off than to 
indulge your inner kid by hitting a local water 
park. Wild Waters in Coeur d’Alene, and 
Splashdown in Spokane always deliver a fun 
afternoon. www.wildwaterswaterpark.com  or 
www.splashdownwaterpark.net

August 9 - Resort Life – Visit heaven 
on earth: Priest Lake. Established in 1932, 
Elkins Resort (www.elkinsresort.com) is a 
Priest Lake favorite for locals, not just for 
summer vacations, but also for their busy 
summer wedding season. Family-owned 
and operated since 1946, Hill’s Resort 
(www.hillsresort.com) has been a popular 
destination on the lake ever since its first 
summer in business. It is not just Priest 
Lake that has all the good places, though. 
Check out Klinks Resort on Lake Williams 
(www.klinksresort.com) a mere 30 miles from 
Spokane.

August 10 - Hell’s Canyon – With 
652,488 acres of beauty, including the 
Snake River and the deepest river gorge 
in North America, opportunities abound in 
Hell’s Canyon National Recreation Area, 
in the northeastern corner of Oregon and 
western edge of Idaho. Whether you are 
horseback riding, mountain biking, hiking, 
rafting or taking a driving tour, the adventure 
is palpable. www.fs.fed.us/hellscanyon 

August 11 – Omak Stampede - The 
chuck wagons are coming, the chuck 
wagons are coming!! This is one weekend 
you won’t want to miss. August 11-14, 2011 
is the 78th annual Omak Stampede. This 
year, your heart will pound and you will be 
on the edge of your seat as Gary Sandstead 
and his two chuck wagons race around the 
arena at break-neck speeds. There is plenty 
of rodeo action, an Indian encampment and 
the running of the World Famous Suicide 
Race. www.omakstampede.org

August 12 – Festival at Sandpoint 
- Back for its 29th season is this popular 
outdoor summer concert series on the 
shores of Lake Pend Orielle, August 4-14th. 
Bring a picnic and enjoy the music under the 
stars! www.festivalatsandpoint.com 

August 13 – Garland Street Fair 
- Summer is the perfect time to 
get outside and explore a new 
neighborhood, especially a fabulous 
neighborhood with an annual street 
fair. The Garland Street Fair this year 
is a tribute to Judy Garland and the 
Wizard of Oz. www.garlanddistrict.com/
street-fair.html

August 14 - Spokane House 
Interpretive Center – Visit the 
location of the Spokane House, which 
served as the fur trading post for 
the North West Company under the 
direction of David Thompson. See 
reenactments as well as artifacts, 
and learn more about this historical 
place. Open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Saturdays and Sundays, Memorial Day 
Weekend through Labor Day Weekend. 
Donations encouraged. Visit  www.
riversidestatepark.org

August 15 – River Rafting – Only 
a few miles from downtown, the river 
can sweep you away on an adventure, 
making you feel you are million miles 
from home. River rafting provides a 
rush of adrenaline with every rapid 
you tackle. Flow Adventures’ Spokane 
River Rafting trips are great fun and 
can take you through class II and 
some class III rapids right in your own 
town! www.flow-adventures.com 

August 16 - Mountain Biking on 
Schweitzer - Just because ski season is 
over doesn’t mean the action slows down 
on Schweitzer Mountain. As they like to say, 
they are “changing gears.” Mountain Biking 
trails will open on June 24th. You might just 
love Schweitzer more in the summer! www.
schweitzer.com

August 17 - Silverwood Theme Park 
–Located north of Hayden, Idaho, with two 
parks in one – Silverwood and Boulder 
Beach – Silverwood is a summer fun oasis 
offering roller coasters and rides, or waves 
and waterslides. Stomach-dropping rides 
like Tremors, Timber Terror, Corkscrew, 
Panic Plunge and Aftershock roller coasters 
will provide thrills, while the Boulder Beach 
Water Park will refresh with its lazy river, 
giant wave pools and 650-foot water slide. 
www.silverwoodthemepark.com 

August 18 – Ride the Trail of the 
Coeur d’Alenes – For those who aren’t 
up for the entire 71-mile route, which covers 
Idaho from Mullan to Plummer, try just a 
sampling. We recommend picking up the 
trail near Heyburn State Park and riding 
14 miles to Harrison, where you can stop 
for the best ice cream cone ever at The 
Creamery. www.friendsofcdatrails.org

photo by Otmar P. Trattler
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August 19 - Wooden Boat 
Festival – The third weekend in August 
every year is the Wooden Boat Festival 
on Lake Coeur d’Alene. Bring your 
family and friends out to look at the 
beautiful display of classic, gorgeous 
boats, which are near the floating 
boardwalk. Take time to talk with 
owners and learn about the history of 
these amazing boats. 
www.coeurdalene.org/calendar/coeur-dalene-
wooden-boat-show

August 20 – The National Lentil 
Festival – Visit Pullman for the lentils! 
Our area of Eastern Washington and 
Northern Idaho, the Palouse Region, 
grows a third of the lentils in the United 
States. Since 1989, the National Lentil 
Festival has celebrated this wonderful 
little legume that is consumed by people 
all over the world. Join the fun this year! 
www.lentilfest.com

August 21 – Chimposium 
- Venture to Ellensburg’s Central 
Washington University to take part in a 
“Chimposium.” Chimposiums are one-
hour, educational workshops involving 
world-renowned signing chimpanzees. 
Held every Saturday and Sunday, March 
through November, Chimposiums 
book quickly, so reservations are 
recommended. www.cwu.edu/~cwuchci/
chimposiums.html

August 25 - Carousel –Built in 1909, 
Riverfront Park’s Looff Carousel boasts 
54 carved horses, 1 giraffe, 1 tiger and 2 
Chinese dragon chairs. It is also listed on 
the National Historic Registry. The best 
part about the carousel though, is the 
chance to grab the gold ring and get a 
free ride. www.spokaneriverfrontpark.com 

August 26 – Tubbs Hill – Get away 
from it all without having to go far. Tucked 
along the shoreline of Lake Coeur d’Alene 
is Tubbs Hill, featuring 120 acres bordered 
by the lake on the west, south and east 
sides. Several miles of hiking trails provide 
spectacular views and adventures. A 
moderate 2.2-mile interpretive trail follows 
the perimeter of Tubbs Hill. http://parks.
cdaid.org
 

August 27 – Glacier National Park 
– A National park located within a day’s 
drive is one of the best parts of living here. 
Head to Glacier and enjoy the beauty of 
over 1 million acres of forests, meadows 
and lakes, with backpacking, boating, 
fishing and hiking as some of the most 
favored activities. www.nps.gov/glac

August 28 – Picnic at your favorite 
local park – No permit, pass or ticket 
needed; simply fill up the picnic basket, 
grab a blanket and head to your favorite 
local park for a leisurely meal and a 
chance to relax in the beauty of our 
numerous local parks. Don’t forget to pack 
a Frisbee!

August 29 - Sierra Silver Mine in 
Wallace, ID – Put on your hard hat and 
get ready for an adventure at the only 
tour in the Northwest that will take you 
into a silver mine. You will ride a trolley 
to the mine and then walk through the 
main drift of the mine as you learn about 
mining techniques. You’ll dig it! www.
silverminetour.org  

August 30 – Fort Walla Walla 
Museum - Check out the Lewis and 
Clark Exhibit at Fort Walla Walla Museum, 
complete with scores of rare period 
artifacts matching journal entries. This 
museum is certified by the National Park 
Service as part of the National Historic 
Trail for the Lewis and Clark Expedition. 
www.fortwallawallamuseum.org

August 31 – Sit back and relax – 
What a great summer it has been. With all 
of the fun that has been packed into the 
last three months, it is easy to realize why 
this is such a great place to live. 

September 5 – LABOR DAY CONCERT 
IN THE PARK IS BACK!!! 

1001 West Augusta • Spokane WA 99205
Tues - Sat • 10-5 • www.lillianconn.com • 509.329.1005

Antiques & Gallery
Lillian Conn

August 22 - Jundt Art 
Museum - Tucked into the 
hallowed halls of education at 
Gonzaga University sits the Jundt 
Art Museum, which houses a variety 
of artwork including paintings, 
sculptures, ceramics, tapestries and 
photographs. Pieces are rotated 
periodically. www.gonzaga.edu

August 23 – Spokane Falls 
Skyride– See the beauty of 
Spokane from a different angle. 
With the Spokane Falls Skyride, 
located in Riverfront Park, there 
is even more to enjoy at the 
park this summer. Travel over 
600 feet per minute as you ride 
in the fully enclosed passenger 
cars, high above the falls. www.
spokaneriverfrontpark.com 

August 24 - Wine Tasting 
Tours – Washington is becoming 
increasingly well known for its wine 
production, and some of the best 
wineries are right here in Spokane. 
With 18 local wineries within 
the city, visit several throughout 
the summer, and become better 
aquainted with your local wineries. 
www.spokanewineries.net 

Vote & Win>>
Your ballot will be entered in a drawing for $500. 

Fill in as many categories as you can, and think local!

This is your chance to play critic. Tell us what you like and don’t like 
about dining and shopping in Spokane and Coeur d’Alene.

Important: this magazine’s readers are known for their discerning taste, so your vote carries a great deal of weight! restaurants and other businesses covet a top 
position, so think through your choices carefully. Ballots must be mailed to our office. Your name address and phone or E-mail must be included, and at least 50% 
of the ballot must be completed for us to count it or to qualify for a prize. personal information will not be used for soliciting of any kind.  DeaDline: July 1, 2011

ReSTaURanTS ReCReaTiOn

(Please check the back side of this page for more categories)
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Best Fine Dining

Best Seafood Restaurant

Best Seafood Market

Best Steak

Best new Restaurant

Best Outdoor Dining

Best late night Dining

Best Diner

Best Pizza

Best Hamburger

Best Barbeque

Best Salad

33

7th AnnuAl

nEW! enter online at spokanecda.com

THinK 

lOCal!

Best Salad Bar

Best appetizers

Best Happy Hour Food

Best Sushi

Best Chinese

Best Japanese

Best Pho

Best Mexican

Best italian

Best Greek

Best indian

Best Vegetarian

Best local Coffee Shop

31

39

38

Best Place for Family Fun

Best Place for Kids Under 12

Best Place for Teens

Best lake Resort

Best Fitness Club

Best Hotel

Best Golf Course

Best Bowling alley

Best Wedding/events Facility

Best Caterer

Best annual Spokane event

Best Getaway Within 100 Miles

Best Cocktails & Martinis

Best Wine list

Best Beer list

Best Dancing

Best Happy Hour

Best Winery

Best Pub Fare

30

"Best of" Survey

Best Breakfast

Most Romantic

Best Bakery

Best Dessert

Best Buffet
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