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by Blythe Thimsen
Photos by Alan Bisson

A Bellissimo Life!
The rolling hills And winding grAvel 

roads leading up to Bruce and Carole Andregg’s house 
are deceptive. with the late summer golden hue of the 

wheat shimmering on both sides of the road, and pine trees all 
around, you might expect to see a log home or northwest style 
lodge at the end of the driveway; instead, you find something 
completely different. 
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A Bellissimo Life!
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When Bruce and Carole bought the poperty, there were no trees on it. Bruce has beautifully landscaped and tended to the yard 
and the vine-covered trellises, such as this one, seen on the back of the house.
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Pulling into the driveway is like crossing 
a border, taking you from the northwest, 
all the way across the world, to an italian 
escape. The home the Andreggs have cre-
ated is an oasis, a portal to an elegant get 
away. 

“i have italian in my heritage, and i just 
love anything Mediterranean or latina,” 
says Carole, describing what inspired the 
look of their home. “i’m the youngest of 
seven kids in a big italian family. That was 
big growing up,” she says of her heritage. 
“My grandparents emigrated from outside 
Palermo, so italian heritage was really 
important to us.”

The italian style of the home has been 
blended with touches from other regions, 
to create a comfortable, relaxed home. “it’s 
not classic italian from any standpoint,” 
says Carole. “it has Mexican, spanish and 
italian influences all mixed together.”

Before there were influences of any 
kind, the lot on which Bruce and Carole 
live was an empty field. An avid cyclist, 
Bruce would often ride among the rolling 
hills of the Palouse, and he fell in love with 
the area. when the chance came along to 
buy the property they jumped at it. “Bruce 
was getting a little panicky about seeing all 
the land getting snatched up,” says Carole, 
of the rides he would take where he saw 
more and more sold signs posted. They 
knew they had to act fast if they wanted to 
secure a lot. They purchased the property 
17 years ago, and completed the design 
and build of their home 12 years ago. 

The house they lived in for several years 
before was “nothing like this” says Carole.  
it was a 1911 bungalow, owned by the 
founders of the Crescent department store, 
and located in an older neighborhood. “i 
think it is good that the building process 
takes so long,” says Carole, “because you 
can transfer your feelings over time. when 
you invest yourself in a project, it is emo-
tional.”

in addition to being an emotional tran-
sition, settling into life in the country was 
a bit of an adjustment. “Bruce was chomp-
ing at the bit to get our here,” says Carole 
of her husband who had grown up in rural 
settings. “i’d never not lived in the city. it 
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The back patio has been transformed into an Italian escape under the vine covered trellis 
and tile-topped table. Can’t you just imagine sipping wine in the cool shade?
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felt too quiet to me out here at first, but 
now i don’t think i’d ever move back to 
town.” Those are big words from a woman 
who says of herself, “i’m a person of conve-
nience, and before, the thought of having 
to drive ten or fifteen minutes to get to the 
store was too much.” Times have changed! 
Carole gladly makes the “long” trek now, 
knowing that as a trade off she gets to live 
in the tranquil beauty of her home. 

when it came to designing and build-
ing their home, Bruce and Carole turned 
to builder shawn gabel. “he looked at 
our budget and told us he wasn’t used to 
building ‘lower end’ homes,” says Carole. 
“That became our running joke. we really 
liked him a lot and we had a really great 
building experience.” 

Carol designed the plan, and brought 
it to shawn. They then took it to Terry 
Mourning, a draftsman, to make struc-
tural changes. “i wanted the house to 
be structurally sound,” says Carole, who 
knew her design ideas could use the help 
of a draftsman. 

Bruce was very open to any of Carole’s 
design choices. “he was like ‘do whatever 
you want,’” says Carole. “he had only 
a few requirements. he didn’t want to 
have to paint the outside of the house. he 
worked his way through college painting 
during the summers, and he didn’t want 
to have to do it again.” his other require-
ments included a built-in vacuum system, 
and an attached garage. 

“i wanted a lot of arches, and i wanted 
old fashioned window panes,” says Carole. 
“we wanted a real rustic, old-world feel. 
i love things with character and history, 
and i tried to pick finishes that showed 
that. i was trying not to put in man-made 
surfaces. i wanted it natural.”

Though attention was needed on the 
tiniest of details when it came to building 
a house, Bruce and Carole realized they 
couldn’t have everything they wanted in 
their home. “i had to give up a formal din-
ing room so i could have my pantry and a 
full guest bath,” says Carole. “i also gave 
up having a powder room in the laundry 
room and mud room. when you build 
your dream home you have to compromise 

The LinoLeum Shop
Carpet • Vinyl • laminate • area rugs

Your Full Service Floor center
linoleumshopspokane.Com

402 W. indiana • 327.6661

Storewide Sale

Fantastic
 Savings!

Oct 12 - N
ov 9
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$499 $649
$325 $435

Above: Bruce and Carole added their pool a few years after moving into the home. The 
beautiful scenery paired with the blue water of the pool may just be the recipe for a perfect 
day.  Below: Deer frequently visit the property, resting in the cool of the grass. Can you 
blame them for wanting to live at the Andreggs?
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on about thirty percent of what you want 
because budgets aren’t unlimited.”

it was very important to the Andreggs 
that they stick to their budget and build 
what they could afford. getting rid of a 
planned second story and, instead, using 
the slope of the land for a full, daylight 
lower level was a move that saved them ten 
percent of the cost of construction. 

The results were well worth the efforts. 
when Bruce, Carole, their two children 
and their dogs moved in, it was into a 
home they came to love dearly – and 
one in which many memories have been 
made. 

This is a house that guests, visitors, and 
the residents, are drawn to, which is easily 
understandable at first glance. The gravel 
of the driveway stops at the landscaped 

512 W. Indiana
328-5544

512 W. Indiana
328-5544

• Paints
• Industrial Maintenance  Coatings
• Spray Equipment
• Wallpaper
• Accessories
• Custom Color Matching

 Benjamin Moore®

                                        Paints

Showroom 12115 E. Mission  M-F 10-5 Sat. 10-4 • 892-4374  
www.affordablecustomcabs.com

A
t Affordable Custom Cabinets we've 
been designing and building custom 
cabinetry for over a quarter of a century. 
Customizing cabinets to fit your needs 
and desires is what we do best. Keep us 
in mind for your next home project.A
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  484 - 4040
E. 1425 Francis Avenue

Custom Window Coverings
Motorized Blinds & Hardware 

Bedding • Valances 
Draperies • Pillows

Upscale 
Home Furnishings

"Everyday is a Treasure Hunt 
at Upscale"

509.624.2354 • 2510 N. Monroe
Mon-Sat 10-5, Sun 11-5

www.bizfindernw.com
search:upscale

High Quality • Gently Used
Unique • Affordable

Call about consignment.
Looking out the window onto the Italian countryside....oh, wait, this is a mural painted by 
one of Bruce and Carol’s friends! Situated off the entryway, it catches the eyes of all who 

enter the house.  
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border of trees through which a staircase, 
crafted of large rocks, descends to the yard 
below. At first glance the house looks like 
a hacienda on the land. The exterior is a 
Tuscan gold-toned plaster on a low house. 

large terra cotta tiles line the front 
porch, which is covered, but opens to the 
front yard through three low arches. A 
mosaic tile-topped table with seating for 
four sits in the middle of the porch, while 
two wooden rocking chairs cap the end 
of the porch. You can almost hear them 
beckoning you to come sit and relax. with 
the upper terrace parking and the lower 
level landscaped yard, the entire front of 
the property is encased in trees and shrub-
bery, creating a completely private cove.

The front door of the home was cus-
tom built for Bruce and Carole by their 
builder. he built it as a paint grade door 
– meaning it is ready for a dose of paint 
– but Carole decided she liked the look of 
it so much, that they kept it without the 
paint on it. she said the builder was horri-
fied when he saw its bare state, but Carole 
says, “i love that door!”

entering through that door takes you 
into an entryway that is warm and wel-
coming. A mural off of the entryway was 
hand painted by a friend of Bruce and 
Carole’s to look like you’re standing inside 
the house and looking out a window onto 
the Tuscan countryside. 

light shines into the foyer through 
stained glass windows in a door that opens 
into a comfortable sized office. The room 
marinates in sunlight filtered in from the 
large windows on two sides of the room. 

immediately inside the foyer is a wrought 
iron banister which curves around and 
leads to the lower level of the home. on 
the way down the stairs, two large picture 
windows open out onto the front porch, 
and add light to the entryway. 

An arch in the foyer is painted a rich 
hue of blue, and holds an old dresser from 
Bruce and Carole’s old house. originally, 
the doors of the dresser were lined in tin, 
but Carole replaced them with tiles, com-
plimenting the many italian tiles sprinkled 
throughout the home. 

heading straight down the terra cotta 

They're Home  When You're Away From Home

• Pet Care Specialist
• State Farm Insured
• Worry Free Travel
• Peace of Mind

Professional Pet Care In Your Home

Spokane Pet Sitting  
& Pet Taxi Service

536-1803

www.SpokanePetSitting.com
Jenifer@SpokanePetSitting.com

Vacations      Holidays
Working late? Unable to get home?

1, 2 or 3 Daily Visits

™

www.granitetransformations.com

GRANITE
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s

What’s the worst part of   
     remodeling your kitchen?

the fast, easy way to a brand new kitchen.

www.granitetransformations.com/spokane

509-931-1115
1 0 1 4  N.  P i n e s
Suite 102

The inconvenience 
of demolition!
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9am-7pm Mon-Fri  10am-5pm Sat
Make Grooming Appt. Online

www.DogtownCo.com

534-4880 
518 S. Thor

Professional
Grooming

Pickup & Delivery 
Available

Thank you 
Spokane for voting 
us one of the BEST!

FOOD & SuPPlieS
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YOuR DOOR
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The first step to a more efficient home is an energy 
audit from the Energy Doctors.

These images show missing insulation. How many 
areas in your home are like this.

Our state-of-the-art thermal imaging equi[ment can see what you 
can't and pinpoint exactly where your house is losing money. 

509.533.1428       www.EnergyDoctors.com

Carol loves crosses, and when her friends 
and family travel they often find unique ones 
to bring back to her. She has dedicated one 

wall in the master bathroom to them. 

Appointments: 509.535.Meow (6369)
Mon-Fri 8am-5:30 sat 9am-noon

1017 south Perry, spokane wA 99202

www.catsmeowspokane.com

Brenda R. Day d.v.m. 
Carrie T. Forster d.v.m.

AAHA-Accredited
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tiled hallway, leads to the back of the 
house where an angled arch opens into the 
living room, and takes advantage of the 
fantastic views. Along the way down the 
hall, is a door to the full guest bath. Carole 
took a Birdseye maple dresser from their 
old house and made it into a sink for the 
bathroom. Above the dresser-turned-sink 
are tiles that Bruce and Carole brought 
back from one of their trips to italy. “i 
wanted to showcase them where people 
would appreciate them,” says Carole. 

Medicare Supplement Plan F
Washington under $150 per 
month (509)981-9800
•Medicare Drug Plans
•Medicare Supplements
•Medicare Advantage Plans
•Part D Solutions/Assistance

Got Medicare?
Get Help Now

Brad MileS 
iNSuraNce
(208) 640-6112

316 Wallace • coeur d'alene, Id

Call North Idaho College at 
(208) 769-3333 to enroll in 
"Introduction to Medicare"

iNdepeNdeNt aGeNt, BeSt 
priceS, MoSt carrierS
Brad MileS iNSuraNce

will Serve you!

we'll Save you $$$

Across from the guest bath are doors 
leading to the master suite. The doors 
open to reveal a bedroom to the left, a 
built in dresser immediately in front of 
the door, and the bathroom to the right. 
it is a reasonalby sized and intimate suite; 
nothing too huge, yet still striking an 
impressive stance. “i had a really small 
bedroom growing up, so i didn’t want a 
big master bedroom,” says Carole of the 
bedroom, which is beautiful, but modest 
in size compared to what many custom-

Though the master bedroom is comfortably sized, Carole wanted to make sure it wasn’t 
too large. She had a small bedroom growing up and appreciated the coziness of it. 
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built master bedrooms look like. “it really 
solidified my thoughts on making sure 
this house stayed cozy. i put a ton of 
windows in this house, though, because i 
grew up in California where there is light 
all the time.”

Back in the hallway, the terra cotta tiles 
of the entryway give way to distressed 
wood floors in the living room, which pair 
nicely with wood beams. All of the beams 
in the house were distressed by hand, 
using a chain to give weathered look. 
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9719 North Division St
Spokane Wa 99218
509.455.8290

1225 North Mullan Rd
Spokane Valley Wa 99206

509.924.8187

Work with one of our many certified designers 
which hold a professional design degree.

CARPET ONE FLOOR & HOME DESIGN CENTER

Discover the Perfect Floor for the Perfect Home

Above: A bold blue wall in the living room provides a 
great space for Bruce and Carole’s artwork.  
Below: The same blue color is visible in the triangular 
tub and shower in the master bathroom. 
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Offering tree pruning and removal services with an 
eye for excellence and the highest regard for safety, 

beauty, and tree health.

www.treespecialistsinc.com   509-624-2172

TREE 
SPECIALISTS

Ray
McElfish

For a Free Quote Call Dan or Todd Today

509 747-1110
www.northernlightssunrooms.com

Sunrooms and
Additions

Screen Rooms Pergolas and Arbors

Complete Remodel Services – Kitchens – Baths – Basements
Talius Rollshutters – Custom Shade Screens

Independent  Distr ibutors  of

Lindal
Additions & sunrooms

®
®
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A wall of windows allows plenty of light 
to fill the room. The airy feel created by 
the daylight, paired with the wood beams 
in the house, creates a room full of texture, 
depth and dimension. 

one blue wall blasts color into the 
room, like an ocean wave crashing over a 
surfer. originally, everything in the house 
was painted a yellow-gold color. At the  
time the house was built, luna gold, the 
color made popular by luna restaurant, 
was coating the walls of nearly every new 
construction project in spokane. luna is 
one of Carole’s favorite restaurants, and 
she loved luna gold, however, the color 
wasn’t quite right for what she needed in 
the house. it took Carole seven different 
tries to hit the right note she wanted for 
the paint, but she finally found it in her 
own version of gold. “A few years later, i 
decided i needed a pop of color,” she says. 
That is where the blue wall came from, 
along with treatments on the paint on 
features in the living room and above the 
fireplace.

An oriental rug on the floor has slight 
flecks of blue, from which Carole pulled 
the color for the blue wall. Cozy furniture 
on top of this rug snuggles up around the 
fireplace, creating an oasis for a stressful 
day. “we love, love, love our double fire-
place,” says Carole of the wood burning 
stove with a gas switch. “we light it every 
night before dinner.”

The hearth of the fireplace is circular at 
the bottom, encrusted with round stones. 
were you to walk around the hearth, you 
could move from the living room into the 
kitchen; the two rooms are divided by the 
tall fireplace and chimney.

while there isn’t a formal dining room 
in the home, there is a gracious eating area 
off of the kitchen, with a long rectangular 
table for eight. Three windows cap off the 
end of the room and provide great views to 
soak in while eating. 

Another place where family members 
and friends often settle in for a meal or a 
conversation is at the island where three 
brightly colored chairs are placed. The 
maple floor with cinnamon tones sets off 
the white cabinets. 
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20 acres beautifully landscaped • pool and spa 
great dining hall • walking track

 putting greens • activities and travel

Independent, Assisted Living, and Special Care

Assisted LivingIndependent
468-0457467-2365

"Life Is 
Wonderful Here"

www.fairwoodretirement.net

RETIREMENT 
VILLAGE312 W. Hastings Road 

Spokane, WA 99218 

Where Active People Retire

Design Inspirations by:

• Award Winning Designs
• Exquisite Cabinetry
• Complete Renovation Service 

Contr. Lic.# MOHRC1*055PA

Showroom location
8121 E. Sprague 

509-928-4878

Dreams come
in all sizes...

Reflect Your
    Own personal Styles

Kitchen/Interior 
ShowcaSe

We help you 
build yours!
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everharT painTing CusTom Finishing shop

WA Contractor's License Number: EVERHPL044DA

Our state of the art equipment and craftsmandship will provide the finest finish available.

Windows/doors/woodwork
(purchase and-or installation)

Prefinishing and Finishing in our Professional Finishing Shop (No more 
odors or mess in your home or job site. Speed up your building process.)

Family Owned and Operated Since 1971

Thinking of  a kitchen remodel? 
Let Everhart help your old 
cabinets look new again!

We finish more than just cabinets:
 - Furniture
 - Doors and trim
 - Antiques
 - Appliances
 - Metal Railings and more...

12322 E. 1st Avenue • Spokane Valley, WA 99216

Call Everhart Painting today at 509.927.0920 or visit us 
on the web at www.everhartpaintingltd.com
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The kitchen is Carole’s favorite part of 
the home. she and Bruce used to breed 
dalmatians, which is the type of dog they 
once had, and she saved the dalmatian 
money to redo her kitchen in their old 
house. when it came to building their 
new kitchen, dalmatians or not, she was 
going to have a kitchen of her dreams. 

“i wanted a larger than normal cook 
top,” she says. “it has always bugged me 
that people at the stove had to move to get 
into the oven.” As a result, her cook top 
and oven are separate. “i wanted a warm 
farmhouse feel. granite was becoming the 
thing to put in, but it looked cold. i found 
handmade seneca tiles out of ohio.” 

“we brought back tiles from italy in 
1994,” she says of the tiles in the kitchen 
above the stove and a built-in desk. Bruce 
and Carole picked these up on a memo-
rable trip to the Amalfi Coast. 

stepping onto the back deck, through 
a door in the kitchen, is literally like step-
ping into Tuscany. vines weave their way 
over the top of a trellis, producing a shady 
escape perfect for sipping a glass of wine. 
Across a velvet carpet of lush green grass 
is the pool that Bruce and Carole added a 
few years after they completed the house. 
it was a great addition and gets plenty of 
use. Two of the most important members 
of the family, dogs rocco and Bacci, race 
across the yard, playfully chasing off the 
deer that visit frequently, turning the yard 
into a quite forest glen. 

The property is beautifully landscaped, 
all thanks to Bruce. “This feeds his soul,” 
says Carole of the massive landscaping 
projects Bruce has undertaken over the 
last twelve years they have lived on the 
property. “There wasn’t a single tree on 
the property when we moved here.”

“i don’t think this will ever be done,” 
says Carole, looking around at the home 
and surrounding property. “There’s too 
much life going on to get everything done. 
i have too many ideas going on in my head 
and which i have Bruce working on.”

while there are not enough trips to italy 
to satisfy their passion for the country, 
Bruce and Carole have the next best thing: 
a home they have created with love and 
memories of their travel adventures woven 
in. it is a bellissimo home and life! 

everharT painTing CusTom Finishing shop
12322 E. 1st Avenue • Spokane Valley, WA 99216


