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If the soarIng arch of the roof 
and the wide expanse of the building’s footprint 
don’t capture your attention as you approach, it is 
most likely because you are distracted by the view 
– or perhaps, the views. It could be the view of the 
Palouse; the one looking out over the airport, airway 
heights and cheney; the one taking in all of down-
town spokane and spokane Valley; or the one of the 

sweeping beauty looking out toward coeur d’alene. Wherever  
you look, there are views to be had. 

Flying Pigs and Amazing Views

by Blythe thimsen
photos by alan Bisson
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stepping up onto the wide, stamped 
concrete front steps that sit under the 
massive arch of the roof, you could be at 
an elegant resort or a beautiful home. If 
you checked option B, you are correct! In 
this case, it is the home of Dick and anita 
herdener. 

they built and moved into the home 
after spending 20 years in a south hill 
rancher where they raised their four boys. 
they nearly missed the opportunity to 
build and live here, though.

In 2003 they started thinking about 
moving to a new place, and whether to 
buy or build. “I dragged Dick up here 
and he said ‘absolutely not,’” says anita. 

The barrel ceiling and bowed back wall create sweeping views 
that are the focal point from any place in the great room. 
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“he had in mind he wanted to live in a 
downtown condo. I wasn’t ready to give up 
privacy, the space, gardening, and my koi 
pond, though. the condos were nearly the 
same cost as building a home with prop-
erty. I didn’t want to spend that and not 
have the property. I dragged him up here 
again after gordy said it was the last piece 
of good property with a view.”

gordy is gordy gamelin, of gordon 
gamelin homes, Inc., a second genera-

tion homebuilder specializing in custom 
homes. gordy and the herdeners are long-
time friends, having met in 1987, playing 
in a golf tournament. they still all golf 
together regularly. 

 “I had to open many bottles of wine 
to get them to build rather than buy a 
condo,” says gamelin. he succeeded in 
convincing them this lot, with this view 
was the perfect spot for them to build their 
new home. “We stood on the lot several 

times, staking where the view would be 
best,” he says. 

“We watched gordy building all these 
years, so we knew we wanted him to build 
our house,” says anita. “We didn’t even 
get other bids. It was one of the most fun 
things we’ve done.”

the construction took almost a year 
and a half, which is longer than a custom 
home usually takes, but included a few 
delays waiting for the difficult-to-craft 

barreled roof. 
anita had long dreamed of them build-

ing their own home, but didn’t count on 
it being a reality. “I never dreamed I’d be 
able to do it,” she says. “I always said we’d 
do it when pigs fly. Well, my pig flew!” as 
a reminder of how lucky she is, anita has 
a small statue of a pig with wings, outside 
of the front door, to remind her every time 
she comes through the front doors, that 
her dream did come true. 

The back of the property has room for Anita’s koi pond, as well as space in which Dick, an avid gardener, can tend to his Japanese garden.

the front doors that she and all the 
herdener’s family and guests come through 
are beautiful double doors with 102 small 
square windows in each door. originally, 
anita had picked out a chinese Imperial 
door, which was solid wood, but changed 
her mind to the current glass-infused 
door. “I didn’t want it to be so asian in 
style that someone who doesn’t like asian 
décor couldn’t live here,” she says.  My 
designer said ‘have I got the door for you!’ 
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It is so inviting!” she says of the door. 
When that door is thrown open, it 

leads into a great room that is engulfed 
in a wall of windows on the far side. this 
far wall bows out, creating an angled 
and arched wall with 20 windows. to 
say the views are incredible in an under-
statement. “Dick and I have always tried 
to have a view wherever we lived,” says 
anita. they have lived in hawaii and 
san Diego, as well as back east, during 
Dick’s years in the navy. “We want to 
live with the view. When we started 
dreaming about building, we knew we 
wanted a view. We wanted to see it from 
every room. It turned out to be so much 
more than we ever expected.” 

“as you walk up to the front door, 
before the door even opens, you know 
you are going to see something spec-
tacular,” says anita of the view that is 
partially visible through the glass paned 
doors. “this view really showcases how 
great a city spokane is.”

the great room houses the living room 
and kitchen. In addition to the arched 
and bowed back wall, this main living 
portion of the house has a barreled ceil-
ing that soars to a height of 23 feet. 

“after we bought the property, Dick 
and I went to hilton head,” says anita. 
“a lot of the homes had barrel roofs over 
the ends of the house. When we talked to 
our architect, we decided we wanted that 
on our home.”

“there were a few nights it kept me 
up,” says gamelin of the complex roofli-
ne. “the multitude of several round 
angels coming together and having them 
meet,” was a challenge, he says. “It was 
challenging but exciting.” a crane was 
needed to place the roof on the frame. 

four chairs, a voluptuous ottoman and 
an oversized couch are gathered around 
a fireplace at one end of the room. slate 
stones encase a fireplace and built-in tele-
vision. “I would describe it as eclectic,” 
says anita of the home’s style. “there 
are classic and traditional elements to it, 
and a little bit of craftsmen. no one else’s 
place will look like this. I can take out 
my chinese style furniture, and someone 
could be comfortable in here with mod-
ern or traditional styles.”

The barrel roof provides extreme height in the great 
room, where the ceiling reaches a peak of 23 feet. 
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the exquisite furnishings and perfectly 
blended fabrics, lighting and design are 
thanks to anita’s interior designer.

“Interior designers have resources,” says 
anita. “You can do all the research and 
look at all the magazines you want, but 
until you sit down with a professional and 
see what they can offer, it doesn’t come 
together.”

“It was completely overwhelming; that 
is why you have a designer,” says anita 
of the process of picking out all of the 
décor, hardware and materials. “the best 

part about having her was that she was so 
organized. the second best thing is that 
she had such great ideas. she had resources 
and ideas, but her organization was phe-
nomenal.”

at the opposite end of the room is a 
kitchen, which boasts a massive honed 
leather finish granite island. the counter 
is a large, wide surface, and has a number 
of interesting angles to it. 

anita wanted to have enough space to 
use for countertops, but also wanted the 
island to house the gas range. “When 

everyone is here, I didn’t want to have my 
back to them while cooking,” she says of 
her decision to put the gas range in the 
island. “But when I do the dishes, I do like 
looking out the window.”

a retractable exhaust fan that comes out 
of the countertop with the push of a but-
ton eliminates the need for an overhead 
hood, which would have decimated the 
otherwise flawless views. 

“this took me forever because of the 
unique shape,” she says of the custom style 
island which takes up most of the kitchen 

area. “It was very hard to come up with it. 
It took us about six months to figure it out 
because the space was so big.”

the granite used for this island is honed 
leather satin finish granite, which doesn’t 
show fingerprints. after an extensive hunt 
for the perfect granite, anita found herself 
in a shop in seattle pouring over samples 
that weren’t fulfilling the vision she had in 
her mind. When she asked if they had any 
honed granite, she was taken “back into 
the furthest recesses of the warehouse, 
where I never would have gone on my 

The dining room has three solid walls and a lower ceiling, making it cozier than the rest of main floor’s open-floor plan.  
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own; no one would have gone back there,” 
and a piece was pulled out and the cover 
removed. as it was pulled into the light 
several people started gathering around, 
and one person tried to buy it. after stak-
ing her claim, anita had found the perfect 
look for the kitchen. 

rich wood, built-in cabinets in the 
kitchen provide housing for glassware, 
while also serving as beautiful accents to 
the room. a microwave drawer, which is 
placed on the inside wall of the island, is 
conveniently out of sight, and also ergo-

nomically placed at a low level, so anita 
may lower the food into the drawer, rather 
than having to stand on her tippy-toes to 
reach typically higher-placed versions. 

not wanting to take away from the 
seamless flow of rich wood used on the 
cabinets in the kitchen, the trash compac-
tor, refrigerator and freezer are all encased 
in the same wood, camouflaging them 
from sight, as is the two-drawer dishwash-
er. “I wanted that dishwasher,” says anita 
of the unique appliance. “It is two drawers 
in one unit. When it is just Dick and I, we 

use one drawer, and when all of the kids 
are here, we can use both.”

to get their engines revving in the 
morning, anita and Dick open the “coffee 
garage” which is a roll down wall behind 
which are housed all of the appliances and 
ingredients for the perfect cup o’ joe!

the drawers also store all of anita’s 
plates, so she had to make sure that with 
all the opening and closing, they did 
not jostle and chip or break. In order to 
accomplish that, she opted to have her 
drawers outfitted with the capability to 

glide shut, rather than be slammed. “that 
was an extra expense, but well worth it. 
When I shut the drawer, my dishes don’t 
rattle!”

off of the kitchen, a back deck, which 
wraps around the entire main portion of 
the house, gets lots of use in the summer. 
Whether having a barbecue, or enjoying 
a glass of wine and soaking in the view, 
the deck is one of the most popular rooms 
in the house. anita just found the per-
fect patio furniture at Jacob’s Upholstery, 
and is eagerly awaiting delivery of all the 

The master bedroom’s bay windows ensure a stunning view is the first thing Dick and Anita see when they wake up each morning. 
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pieces.  
to the left of the living room is what 

anita calls their “nest.” Dark green walls 
with rich wood trim create a warm and 
cozy room. an inviting leather couch and 
a richly upholstered love seat flank a large 
screen television that is settled into a built-
in entertainment center.

a pocket door leads from the room 
into a bathroom with a shower and toilet.  
on the other side of that room is another 
pocket door leading into the remainder of 
the bathroom where a dresser sink and a 
giant mirror pair to create a fabulous room 

in which to get ready. a large window 
provides a view of Mt. spokane. this is 
where anita comes to get her “mountain 
view fix.” 

another door opens off of this area into 
a guest room, which takes advantage of 
the views through a bay of windows which 
provide stunning sights to wake up to. a 
fire pit is located one floor down, outside 
of the guest bedroom, encrusted within a 
brick patio. 

heading out of the bedroom door, 
leads back into the hallway; it is possible 
to travel a full circle, entering the “nest”, 

traveling through the two portions of the 
bathroom, through the guest room, and 
back out into the hall, across the door to 
the “nest”. 

Back in the main portion of the home, a 
dining room juts off of the kitchen. With 
three walls surrounding it, this room has 
a lower ceiling and is darker than the well-
lit main space of this level. anita wanted 
the dining room, which is used less often, 
to not be on the side of the house with the 
view. nestled on the east side of the house, 
it frees up the view side of the house for 
rooms that they will be used on a daily 

Elegance and function combine in this gorgeous bathroom, which includes a television on which to watch the morning news while Dick and Anita get ready.
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basis. a rich, terracotta color paint coats 
the walls, and a large, heavy chandelier 
hangs down over the chinese style table, 
providing light for what could otherwise 
be a dark room. the recessed ceiling 
in this room allows extra room for the 
large piece to hang without touching 
the table. 

Located off the other side of the kitch-
en is the other wing of the house, which 
houses the master suite. the bedroom, 
like the guest bedroom on the other end 
of the house, has a large bay window 
where incredible views are capable of 
making you stop in your tracks as you 
walk through the room. While the guest 
room has a fire pit located out the win-
dow and below it, the master bedroom 
looks down into a beautifully designed 
koi pond. 

“It gives you so much privacy,” says 
anita of the sound-buffering quality of 
the koi pond, which is stocked with koi 
she has had for several years. the pond 
may also be seen from the private deck 
off of the master bedroom, on which is 
located hot tub. 

Back in the bedroom, a pocket door 
leads into a gorgeous master bath. 
travertine floors with an inlaid tile 
design by the tub offer up warm heat 
thanks to the radiant heating system 
tucked beneath them. “I had to have 
radiant heating throughout all the 
floors,” says anita, referring to one of her 
favorite features included in the house. 

the shower has two walls with picture 
windows, meaning a shower is not just 
relaxing, but it also provides an oppor-
tunity to look out over all of spokane. 
“When I am in my shower, I feel like I 
am at the ritz-carlton, it is like being 
in a luxury spot,” says Dick. a relaxing 
bath comes with the chance for equally 
stunning views, thanks to the three-win-
dow bay into which the jetted soaking 
tub is placed. 

heated towel racks and radiant floor 
heat ensure the warmth continues even 
after leaving the hot water behind.

his and her sinks are on either side of 
a flat screen television that is tucked into 
the cabinetry of the bathroom, allowing 
Dick and anita to catch the morning 

Bathrooms can be sophisticated and elegant, too, as 
shown here in a powder room off of the back hallway.  
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news while getting ready in the morn-
ing. 

Dick’s closet is a beautiful wood pan-
eled dressing area complete with sliding 
cherry wood doors, a full-length mirror 
and a seating area by a window. anita’s 
dressing room is on the other side of the 
room and is accessed through a door, 
making it encased, while Dick’s is a 
more open design and tucked into the 
corner. 

“I do feel like I am living in a luxury 
hotel,” says anita. “gordy did such a 
great job, when Dick and I go away I 
am so excited to come home because the 
places we are staying usually aren’t as 
nice as he made this. I don’t even mind 
cleaning it, either!”

cleaning or other household chores 
are delightful when you have a laundry 
room as beautiful as the one that is 
tucked behind a pocket door, directly 
off of the dressing areas. a wall of pull 
-out cubby bins and drawers make this 
room a beautiful spot in which to tend 
to the laundry. a fold-out ironing board 
ensures one never needs to be set up in 
the middle of the room, crowding the 
space and requiring storage. of course, 
the pull-out television, from one of the 
cupboards, makes ironing more enjoy-
able. 

the laundry room opens into a hall-
way which loops back to the entrance 
to the master bedroom – another loop! 
an open staircase, with a wide spiral 
turn, descends to the lower level of the 
home. 

the lower level is home to a bar, and 
an open area that houses a poker table, a 
television viewing area encircled around 
a fireplace, and a pool table tucked in 
to an alcove with carved wainscoting, 
which was designed by gordy. 

anita, as a surprise for Dick, had 
the posts of the bar carved with the 
navy Medical corps insignia of oak 
leaves and acorns. this was in honor of 
Dick, whose nick name is “the admiral,” 
earned after spending ten years in the 
U.s. navy before leaving for private 
practice as a dermatologist. he didn’t 
notice the carving at first, and anita 
had to bring him downstairs and point 

The wine cellar hides behind this impressive door, which 
Gordy created using an antique shutter from India. 
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it out to him. he loved it! 
Dick also has an office down here, 

with a fireplace and a great space in 
which to get away and do some work. 
“My office is one of my favorite parts 
of this house” he says. “We created 
a place we love to live in. It is big 
enough if we want to entertain. It has 
everything we could want.”

anita is a talented artist who has 
taken over one of the lower level 
rooms as a studio for her painting. 
additionally, there is a guest suite, 

Dick’s office is a relaxing retreat where he can catch up on work. 
The fireplace looks through into the bar on the other side. 
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and a golf room. this room has an indoor 
driving range, and is often taken over by 
the herdener’s grandchildren who spread 
out with their toys and make it their own 
spot. 

at the base of the stairway is a wine 
cellar with a gorgeous and intriguing 
door. anita found an antique shutter 

from India, while on a trip to seattle. she 
bought it, brought it home and told gordy 
she wanted a door designed around it. a 
challenge it was, but the end result is truly 
a one-of-a-kind functional piece of art. 

standing near the wine cellar, Dick 
says with a smile, “It took anita dragging 
me up the hill several times, and gordy 

Above: The bar is a fun place to gather, 
but there is specialing meaning to it, too. 
The carved features were a surprise for 
Dick, from Anita. They are the U.S. Navy 
Medical Coprs insignia. 

Right: Anita and Dick relax and toast to 
a happy homè . 
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finding this view,” of what made him 
close the door on his desire to buy a 
downtown condo, and embrace the idea 
to build. “gordy found us the dirt and 
built us a home!”

a beautiful home it is! While this is 
the first residence the herdeners have 
built, it isn’t guaranteed to be the last. 

“absolutely!” says anita when asked if 
she would ever build again. “I’d love 
to build another house. I’d like to live 
here permanently, but I enjoyed the 
building process so much, I’d build 
again in a heartbeat.” that sounds 
much more likely than saying, “when 
pigs fly!” 

A view of the living room, from the kitchen. 


