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Is the era of DIY (do-it-yourself) out in home improvement? Not exactly. 
There are still plenty of projects for weekend warriors to tackle, and 
nothing beats the feeling of satisfaction that comes from knowing you put 
in the sweat equity to complete a project. 

When it comes to home improvement projects, the key is to tackle the 
projects for which the skills are already in your wheelhouse, but bring 
in an expert to handle the areas to which your skillset does not extend. 

Working together, home makeover magic can happen!
“We are pleased to see that trust and confidence in a professional designer 

is gaining popularity,” says Matt Berry, president and general contractor of 
Berry Built + Design, Inc., a local team of professional designers and skilled 
craftsmen with over 20 years of experience and an area of focus on kitchens 
and baths. “For several years many consumers failed to understand that the 
trade of interior design includes the creation of technical, functional plans that 
oftentimes allow for projects to proceed less problematically from planning 
through to completion. A complete design eliminates change orders, which 
cost more money and cause delays in production— two areas that cause much 
distress. There are different types of designers and when the correct skillset is 
sourced, the outcome is priceless.”

Home 
Improvement 

Ideas 
      2015
by Blythe Thimsen

Source: Harvard Joint Center for 
Housing Studies, Improving America’s 

Housing: Emerging Trends in the 
Remodeling Market, 2015.  www.jchs.

harvard.edu. All rights reserved.
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Where building relationships is just as important as the projects we build

/Renovationsbydavecovillo
Contact Dave Covillo for your FREE In-Home Consultation   

(509) 869-7409   www.RenovationsByDave.comWALIC#RENOVDC9600B IDLIC#RCE-14413

R e m o d e l  •  N e w  C o N s t R u C t i o N  •  d e s i g N  &  B u i l d
Kitchens • Bathrooms • Basements • DecKs • aDDitions • ne w homes
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Need some direction?
CoMPAS can steer your investing in the right direction, and it's 
only available through COUNTRY Financial®. To find out more 
about how this investment management service can be part of 
your tangible plan, call us today at 509.216.3928.

Everett Smith Ben Volk

0315-127
Investment management, retirement, trust, and planning services provided by COUNTRY Trust Bank®.

Dave Covillo, of Renovations 
by Dave Covillo, also understands 
the benefits of working with a 
professional. He has a diverse history, 
with over 25 years in the housing 
industry that has allowed him to 
develop a critical eye for details, 
as well as keeping up on the ever-
changing design trends. “We are 
seeing a revival of the 1950’s Frank 
Lloyd Wright contemporary styles,” 
says Covillo, speaking to one of the 
emerging trends in home design. 
“Many homeowners want simplistic 
lines and low maintenance.” Low 
maintenance means more time can be 
spent in your home, enjoying it, rather 
than in your home being a slave to it! 

Some of the simplest and lowest 
maintenance improvements you can 
make around the home consist of 
quick changes.

PaInt and Hardware
Change the paint, change the room. 

Such is the mantra of paintbrush 
wielding homeowners everywhere 
who have discovered the classic, still 
relevant tip of painting a room for the 
most impactful change. According 
to Homeadvisor.com, the average 
cost for painting a room (excluding 
ceilings and trim) is $380 - $790 per 
room. “The easiest way to calculate 
the size of the paintable area is to add 
together the length of the wall and 
multiply it by the width of the room 
from floor to ceiling. The resulting 
amount is the room’s square footage.” 
You will need to subtract out the 
doors and windows, but this is a good 
starting point. 

Popular colors this year continue 
to be grays, whites, blues, pale 
greens, neutrals and creams. Go for 
a monochromatic look with layers of 
the same hue. Miller Paint has been 
in the paint business since 1890, and 
has three locations in Spokane and 
Coeur d’Alene where knowledgeable 
employees can help you navigate 
paints, whether you’re looking for a 
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Over 60 Years of Experience • Custom Designed

1979 W 5th Ave • SpokAne WA 99201  •  509.838.3196   
www.treskostone.com or check us out on facebook

• granite
• marble
• soapstone
• limestone
• travertine
• quartz
• & more

tresko monument

countertopsales@treskostone.com

12701 E. SpraguE SpokanE VallEy | 509.927.7777

Spokane’S premier 
Granite FabricatorS

SEE our work at 
rwgallion.com

or on FacEbook

our work SpEakS For itSElF
• Kitchens • Baths • Floors

exceptional
craFtSmanShip 

incorporated

flat, a matte, glossy or a stain. 
Just as changing the accessories 

you wear with a little black dress 
can give it a whole new look, so too, 
simple changes to hardware can 
change the look of your cupboards. 
Most home improvement stores have 
a hearty handle section, allowing you 
to browse the options. 

KtIcHens and BatHs
Bigger changes are more time 

consuming, but can completely 
change your home for the better. 

“We continue to see a strong trend 
in kitchen and bathroom updating,” 
says Berry, hitting on two of the most 
popular rooms for improvements 
and renovations. “No matter how 
small a kitchen may be, it is always 
the nucleus of the home whether for 
the family alone or especially at times 
of entertaining. Of course, research 
shows the kitchen may be the best 
investment overall for return, but 
moreover, most kitchens were not 
designed with maximum function in 
mind. Changing the layout of a poorly 
designed kitchen has an incredible 
impact on the environment for which 
most people spend a majority of their 
time. This type of change has a much 
more incredible impact than just a 
fresh look.”   

LUXUrY LIVInG
Who wouldn’t want to live in a 

sprawling estate overlooking the 
ocean, or in a mountaintop lodge 
with soaring ceilings? While not all 
of your dream-home amenities are 
easy to incorporate into your current 
residence, there is no reason you can’t 
up the ante by bringing luxury living 
into several key areas of your home. 
These relatively small improvements 
can change your entire outlook on 
your home, transforming it into a 
luxurious oasis for you. “We are 
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Serving the Spokane area for over 57 years!

226 East Sprague Avenue, Spokane, WA 99202  | www.royaluph.com | (509) 624-0886

Visit our showroom with over 4000 in stock upholstery fabrics!  
Choose from popular special order lines, like Duralee, Kravet and 
Robert Allen!  We stock all upholstery supplies needed to do-it-
yourself, including over 50 different types of FOAM!

Let us give you a free estimate to have your project done by an in 
house professional. Call or visit our website at www.royaluph.com. Upholstery

Images courtesty of:

Serving the Spokane 
area since 1972

(509) 993-4751
WA Reg.# TOMMUCI099OP

Tom Murphy

Masonry

Expert in all types of 
masonry projects including 

outdoor living spaces, 
fireplaces, and gated entries.

Residential and 
small commercial 
masonry projects.

seeing the highest demand for kitchens 
and baths. Most requests have been for 
the master bath ‘spa suite’,” says Mary 
Covillo, of Renovations by Dave Covillo, 
based on the company’s 10 years of work 
in Spokane and North Idaho for over 10 
years. So what makes a “spa suite?”

radIant Heat
Say goodbye to shockingly cold toes 

in the morning when you step onto 
the bathroom floor. Radiant heat, also 
known as in-floor heating, is a heating 
system that is built directly into the floor. 
Popular in many rooms throughout the 
house, it is especially popular in the 
bathroom and creates a spa-like effect. 

According to the do-it-yourself haven, 
Home Depot, radiant heating works 
well for some types of flooring, but not 
for others. “Ceramic tile has long been a 
favorite candidate for radiant heat floor-
ing. You can lay the wires or tubes in a 
mortar bed underneath, and the tiles 
themselves conduct heat quickly.” 

Work with a local retailer to pick 
the perfect ceramic tile for your 
bathroom. Great Floors, with locations 
in Spokane and Coeur d’Alene, offers 
the regions largest in-stock flooring 
selection, certified professional installers, 
exceptional customer service, convenient 
neighborhood locations and a low 
price guarantee. Great Floors also has a 
website that is packed with an incredible 
amount of information on flooring – 
selection, installation, care and more. It 
is well worth a visit.

Larger tiles are very popular 
nowadays. According to Angie’s List, 
the popular online database of crowd 
sourced reviews,  the 12-inch by 24-inch 
tile is the new fan favorite. “These 
rectangular tiles on bathroom floors and 
shower walls create a flow throughout 
the room,” says an article on the site. 
“These tiles edged out the intricate 
patterns with different size tiles.” 

waLK-In cLosets 
According to the popular real estate 

site, Zillow, “The master bedroom — 

the one with an enormous bathroom and 
walk-in his-and-her closets — has only 
been a common element in American 
real estate for the past 25 years or so.” 
Those 25 years have done the trick 
though; walk-in closets are now expected 
and desired in a home. Older homes 
don’t often have large closets, but that 
doesn’t mean you can’t make one:

Pushing the wall out on an existing 
closet may take space away from your 
bedroom, but if it is unused space, or is 
filled with clutter, this may be a wise use 
of the room. A contractor can show you 
options. 

Consider turning a spare room or 
storage room into a dressing room. If 
you have an extra bedroom that is not 
being used, or have a small walk-in 
storage area on the same level as your 
bedroom, consider turning it into a 
designated dressing area. Install rods and 
shelves for a grand walk-in closet. If it 
has a window, even better, as the natural 
light will help you perfect your daytime 
appearance. 

If space is tight, consider a closet 
storage system, such as one from 
California Closets. The professionals 
can quickly turn your closet into an 
organized and beautiful space. 

oUtdoor oasIs

Pools 
Every great resort has a fabulous 

pool, so why not turn your backyard 
into its own resort, complete with 
an incredible pool or hot tub? Many 
hesitate at the thought, believing that 
the cost is prohibitive. Before you say 
no, think it through. With the addition 
of a pool, your home becomes a vacation 
destination, which eliminates the cost 
or need to travel far away for relaxation. 
Over time, the cost of installing a pool 
may be less than the cost of traveling to 
one.

Working with a local retailer, like Pool 
World, with four locations in Spokane 
and Coeur d’Alene, provides the comfort 
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 www.NwGRANITEANDMORE.cOM

509-443-4266 | 7312 E. Sprague | Spokane Valley, wA
509-413-1116 | 3502 N. Market | Spokane, wA 

Hardwood and Laminate Flooring  • Granite Countertops • Cabinets 
• Vanities • Tile • Sinks • Faucets • and much more!

62 1  S OU T H  ' F '  ST R E ET

SP OKA N E , WA  9 9 2 2 4
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Environmentally Conscious Design
energy and water efficiency
natural resource-efficient materials
site responsive design
new construction

passive solar design
healthy indoor environments
straw bale
remodels

Interior Design & Materials provided by: 

Interiors by Robin

General Contractor:

Lincoln Construction

206-618-3517

“I try to give 
people a 

different way of 
looking at their 
surroundings. 

That’s art to me.”

www.interiorsbyrobinspokane.com817 W Garland Ave, 
Spokane, WA 99205 509-327-9291

Interior Design  
Commercial & ResidentialInteriors by Robin

Classic Beauty.
Hardwood flooring combines elegance, 
versatility, form and function to any room 
in your home. The classic style provides a 
timeless look that is sure to impress.

28 W. Boone, Spokane 99201 | 509.413.1397 | spokane.floorcoveringsinternational.com

of knowing you are working with a 
quality company with an outstanding 
reputation. In business in the Inland 
Northwest since 1976, Pool World 
knows the latest trends and best product 
options. “A concrete wall, vinyl lined 
pool is the best of both worlds,” says 
Ted Puryear, of Pool World. “It’s the 
strength and longevity of concrete with 
the comforts of a vinyl interior.” This 
type of pool provides greater flexibility of 
interior options, such as different depths, 
steps, ledges and sundecks, allowing for a 
truly customized pool.

  
outdoor Living

Outdoor fireplaces and kitchens are 
very popular, as homeowners look to 
extend luxury living from indoors to the 
outside living areas. These areas can be 
set apart with the specific and unique 
masonry work. Masonry (stone and 
brick work) can be used on gated entries, 
exterior work on homes, stone columns 
inside, outdoor fireplaces, outdoor 
kitchens, inlaid work on patios and 
surrounding pools, and more. 

“A lot of people tend toward using 
natural stone, even though it is more 
expensive,” says Tom Murphy of Tom 
Murphy Masonry, which has been 
providing masonry services in Spokane 
since 1972. “The brilliance of color, and 
durability, of natural stone is better than 
manmade – although, I’ve see manmade 
product that I put in 40 years ago, and it 
still looks good.”

According to Murphy, “A lot of people 
don’t know what is available” with 
masonry. “Whatever people have an 
idea for, people can do with masonry.” If 
price is a drawback for a project, Murphy 
suggests putting a thinly cut application 
of natural stone attached to an existing 
surface, because it works even where 
there isn’t a foundation and gives the 
look of a full stone. 

From top to bottom, inside and 
out, creating a home that reflects your 
lifestyle and your comfort is the best 
improvement you can make. 


