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I Want to Get Away!
by Blythe Thimsen

I wanT To geT away, I wanT To geT away…!” Lenny KravITz Knew whaT he was TaLKIng 
about when he penned the words to this song. Truth be told, we all know what he was talk-
ing about; sometimes you just want to get away.  away from work, away from mowing the 
lawn, away from driving the same streets day in and day out, and yes, even away from 

spokane.  
what better time to get out and explore somewhere new than in the summer?  Days are lon-

ger, the weather is warm and your spirit of adventure is running at warp speed. To help you 
plan your adventure, we offer these five fabulous getaway suggestions, complete with where to 
go and what to do.  The best part is they are all less than 200 miles from spokane, so whether 
it is a long weekend or a full blown vacation, we’ll help you get away and back again!

“
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Red Horse Mountain   Ranch, Harrison, ID
It takes roughly one to one-and-a-half-hours to drive from 

the heart of Spokane to the Red Horse Mountain Ranch in 
Harrison, Idaho.  Coincidentally, that is the same amount of 

time it takes to slowly and completely let the stress and strain of 
life slip away, becoming a distant memory as you prepare for a 
getaway unlike any you have experienced before.

Located 28 miles south of Coeur d’Alene, Red Horse Mountain 
Ranch feels like it is a world away. Billed as an “all inclusive 
guest ranch family vacation,” this ranch goes the extra mile to 
ensure that your vacation is tailored specifically to your interests. 
Guests choose their own activities from options such as horseback 
riding, fly-fishing, mountain biking, archery, sporting clays and 
kayaking.  In a true display of diversity, there are also options 
for those who are more into rest and relaxation than recreation, 
with personalized yoga classes and a variety of massage packages 
available.

Great delight is found in the number of activities open to chil-
dren and the realization that this truly is a vacation for the whole 
family. Families can spend the days together or split up for por-
tions of it. From early May through November a program spe-
cifically geared for kids age three to eleven keeps the little tykes 
occupied and includes daily adventures, self-esteem building and 
development of their senses and appreciation for nature. 

Six private cabins designed to sleep between four and eight 
people, each with private baths and sitting rooms, allow for quiet 
evenings and time spent together throughout your visit. Perhaps 
the best feature, though, of the ranch can be found in the dining 
room. Cooking on a getaway is strictly forbidden and why would 
you want to when you can sample delights like Grilled Salmon 
with rice pilaf or Rib-eyed steak with garlic sautéed green beans 
and twice baked potatoes.  The elegant wine list and homemade 
desserts are not too be missed. 

To learn more about Red Horse Mountain Ranch visit 
www.redhorsemountain.com or call 888.689.9680

Quick facts:
Distance from Spokane: 75 miles
Average high temperature for July/August: 83/84
Elevation: 2,205 feet
How to get there:  Travel eastbound on I-90, going through Coeur 
d’Alene and taking the Harrison exit, ID-97 (approx. 45 miles).  
Turn right onto ID-97 and travel to East Blue Lake Road (approx. 25 
miles). Continue down road, following signs for Red Horse Mountain 
Ranch (approx. 5 miles). Arrive at Red Horse Mountain Ranch.
Estimated drive time: 1 hour to 1 hour, 30 minutes

P h o t o s  c o u r t e s y  o f  R e d  H o r s e  M o u n t a i n
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Ellensburg, WA

Located at the heart of Washington, 
the small town that used to be 
on the road to nowhere now is a 

destination in itself. Nestled in the Kittitas 
Valley, Ellensburg offers an array of outdoor 
activities as well as a historic downtown that 
has recently received national recognition.

Last March, the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation named Ellensburg 
one of the Dozen Distinctive Destinations 
of 2007, an honor that only three other 
cities in Washington have ever received. 
Ellensburg was awarded for its dedication 
to and protection of the historic downtown 
area, which begins just one block east of 
Main Street. This area is full of restaurants, 
art galleries, museums and small shops, 
and is accented by historical architecture, 
making for a perfect afternoon stroll. 

For those looking for a bit more exercise 
or natural scenery, the surrounding area 
is full of recreational opportunities. The 
Yakima River, which flows down a beautiful 
canyon toward the south end of town, is 
excellent for fishing as well as providing 
the best water for ‘floating the river’ on 
hot, summer days. Hiking is also a popular 
pastime, as Ellensburg is lined by two ridges 
to the northeast and southwest that provide 
excellent vantage points of the valley. 
Biking, horse trails and rock climbing sites 
are also scattered around the area. 

Ellensburg is the perfect place to stay 
after a concert at the Gorge Amphitheater, 
a day of water skiing on the Columbia 
River or a trip up to the new Suncadia 
Prospector Course. Don’t hesitate to make 
this visit a weekend getaway. The south end 
of town is full of accommodation options 
and a few bed-and-breakfasts are available 
in the area as well. We recommend staying 
at GuestHouse Ellensburg at 606 N. Main 
Street. Within walking distance from the 
historic downtown, this Victorian-styled 
home offers two large, luxurious suites 
with all the amenities you could ask for. 
The lower half of the building houses its 
sister business, Ellensburg WineWorks, 
which offers daily tastings. 

To learn more about recreation and 
lodging opportunities in Ellensburg visit 
www.ellensburg-chamber.com, or call 
888-925-2204 

Quick Facts:
Distance from Spokane: 170 miles
Average high temperature for July/August: 83
Elevation: 1,577 feet
How to get there: Travel west on I-90 to 
Exit 109 (approx. 169.9 miles). Arrive in 
Ellensburg.
Estimated drive time: 2 hours, 30 minutes

P h o t o s  c o u r t e s y  o f  E l l e n s b u r g  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e
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Leavenworth, WA

Why bother with passports, crossing time zones and 
long flights?  Get an international experience close 
to home in Leavenworth, Washington’s very own 

Bavarian Village. Tucked between the Alpine Lakes Wilderness 
and the Clearwater Wilderness, Leavenworth offers year round 
recreation including skiing, snowmobiling and rock climbing, in 
addition to the delights of its Bavarian-theme village. The town 
is well known for its winter activities with holiday décor blanket-
ing the village and the famed Ice Fest, which brings with it a 
traditional tree-lighting ceremony.  Don’t pass up the opportunity 
to experience this European oasis in the middle of the summer 
though.  With shopping, arts, food and beautiful lodgings, a 
summer getaway is a treat!

July brings with it the Leavenworth Summer Theatre, which 
spills over into August. This year’s line up includes the Bavarian 
classic The Sound of Music. What better place to watch the 
beloved story of the Von Trapp family unfold than outside under 
a sky full of stars, with Leavenworth’s beautiful alp-like moun-
tains in the background? Will Rogers Follies and Camelot will 
also hit the stage, with performances running several weekends 
throughout July and August. 

At the heart of Washington State, Leavenworth is a natural 
gathering spot for tasting several of the locally produced wines. 
The Leavenworth Wine Tasting Festival in August is a great time 
to introduce yourself to the wines of the region. 

While restaurants may not be big and flashy in Leavenworth, 
they know how to do dinner right. Café Mozart on Front Street 
should be on the top of your list.  With views of the park and 
live harp music on most weekends, it has ambiance down to 
an art, and their food is equally impressive.  With German, 
Austrian, French and good ol’ Northwest cuisine, you may have 

trouble narrowing your selection.  When in Rome do as the Romans, 
or shall we say when in Bavaria, do as the Bavarians.  Two traditional 
dinner picks include the Käesespaetzle and Mozart’s Symphony of 
Schnitzels. 

Bed and Breakfasts and boutique hotels are plentiful in this quaint 
town, as well as some more mainstream hotels. Why go mainstream 
though? One highly recommended lodging is the Enzian Inn.  Built by 
Bob and Nola Johnson in 1983, the Inn embodies both the Bavarian 
style and welcoming spirit. Rich wood accents, big comfortable beds 
and supple leather chairs make each room welcoming, while indoor 
and outdoor pools, along with their champion putting course provide 
plenty of recreation. This is the perfect spot to relax, whether you 
choose to spend your day shopping in the village or taking advantage 
of the beautiful surroundings  and many outdoor recreation opportu-
nities like hiking, rock climbing, biking and golfing. No matter how 
you fill your days, they are sure to be good ones when they are spent 
in Leavenworth.

To learn more about recreation and lodging opportunities in Leavenworth, 
visit www.leavenworth.org or call 509.548.5807

Quick Facts:
Distance from Spokane: 192 miles
Average high temperature for July/August: 87/88
Elevation: 1,166 feet
How to get there: Travel west on I-90 to Exit 151, which puts you on WA 
281 heading north toward Quincy / Wenatchee (approx. 128 miles). Turn 
left onto WA-28 (approx. 33.8 miles). Turn left onto US-2 (approx. 1.8 
miles). Take ramp onto US-2 W toward Ellensburg/Seattle (approx. 14.2 
miles). Continue on US-2 (approx. 17.9 miles). Arrive in Leavenworth.
Estimated drive time: 3 hours, 11 minutes

P h o t o  c o m p l i m e n t s  o f  L e a v e n w o r t h  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e
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• Again in Prosser, there is a small winery specializing in red 
and fortified wines called Yakima River Winery. It is run by John 
Rauner and his wife (http://www.yakimariverwinery.com/). 
• Some of the best port wine (a fortified wine) in the valley is 
made by Mike Wallace at Hinzerling Winery in Prosser. He also 
runs a Bed and Breakfast at the winery. (http://www.hinzerling.
com/).
• The Port of Benton is the site of several new wineries 
(new buildings, anyway) in the North Prosser business park. 
Thurston-Wolfe is one of them, but there are several in the same 
area. (http://www.winesnw.com/thurstonwolfe.htm) 
• Kestrel Winery is known for its red wines as well as its gift 
shop and cheeses. (http://www.kestrelwines.com/winery-vine-
yards/winery/). 
• Our friend Jon Zimmerman is the winemaker at Sliver Lake 
Winery in Zillah, so that is a must-see! (http://www.silverlakew-
inery.com/zillah.htm). 

To learn more about wine tours in the Prosser area, visit 
www.prosser.org/wine_tourism or call 509.786.3600

Quick Facts:
Distance from Spokane: 170 miles
Average high temperature for July/August: 89
Elevation: 665 feet
How to get there: Travel west on I-90 until you get to Exit 220 just 
past Ritzville (approx. 60 miles). Take Exit 220 which will put you 
on US 395 heading south to Pasco (approx. 74 miles).  Continue 
on US 395 / I-182 toward Richland / Pendelton (approx. 14 miles). 
Take the exit for I-82 / US- 12W toward Prosser / Yakima and con-
tinue driving (approx. 20 miles).  Take first exit for Prosser (approx. 
1 mile). Arrive in Prosser.
Estimated drive time: 2 hours, 40 minutes

Whether you’re an oenophile with a fully stocked, 
custom-built wine cellar in your basement and 
daily samplings of wine, or you’re a once-in-a-while 

sipper who doesn’t know the meaning of words like “vintage” 
“appellation” and “varietals,” a wine tasting tour is a great 
getaway!  With 460 wineries and nine specific wine regions 
in Washington State alone, (Columbia Cascades, Columbia 
Gorge, Puget Sound, Seattle, Spokane, Tri-Cities, Walla Walla, 
Woodinville and Yakima) your getaways can take you any direc-
tion you like.

Over the years Walla Walla has developed into one of the 
most popular wine tasting destinations in the sate.  With 
superb wineries, including L’Ecole No 41, Canoe Ridge and 
Three Rivers Winery, it is no wonder this area has been draw-
ing wine lovers from throughout the  region and beyond. Other 
small towns have seen the success of Walla Walla, once a small 
farming community and now a major mecca for wine lovers, 
and realized they too have potential.

One such area is Prosser, Washington.  Previously a sleepy 
bedroom community for both the Tri-Cities and Yakima, it 
has woken up, swung it’s feet onto the floor and is ready for a 
new day, having come into its own as a wine tasting destina-
tion. According to Barbara and Marc Seymour, Prosser and the 
surrounding area is quickly becoming a hotspot for local wines.  
They should know. In addition to being avid fans of wine, 
Barbara worked for several years at the Irrigated Agriculture 
Research Experiement Center of Washington State University 
in Prosser, working with wine; additionally, she and Marc have 
hosted several French students who came to the States for 
internships in the wine industry.  Here are some of their top 
picks for a Prosser, Washington, wine tour:

• Hogue cellars in the Yakima Valley appellation  has a 
cozy tasting room in the heart of downtown (http://www.
hoguecellars.com/). 

• A small winery called Chinook Winery, run by Kay 
Simon and Clay Mackey, is worth a visit. It is very small 
but they make some very nice wines, especially a blend 
called Topaz (http://www.chinookwines.com/). 

A Washington State Wine Tour
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It’s a wild, wild Western world in the town of Winthrop.  With an adopted Western 
theme that takes you back to the 1880s, it is no wonder that tourists keep coming 
to this beautiful town. Located east of the Lake Chelan National Recreation Area 

in the north-central part of the state, Winthrop is in the heart of the Methow Valley, 
one of the most breathtaking areas you could imagine. Stunning mountains soaring 
into the sky, sweeping fields, a network of trails for hiking and biking and unending 
vistas all come together in what is an oasis of nature at its finest. The natural beauty of 
this area is worth the trip alone, but once you get to the town there are more treasures 
to behold. Music, art, theatre and history are an intricate part of the town, with several 
art galleries and shops along the main street. Winthrop’s 20th Annual Rhythm & Blues 
Festival is slated for July 20-22, featuring over 13 musical performances and several 
jam sessions. 

Small town does not equal lackluster accommodations in Winthrop. For the ulti-
mate in getaway experiences, point your car in the direction of Sun Mountain Lodge, 
a quiet retreat of a resort located at the foothills of the Cascade Mountains.  An array 
of activities are right at your fingertips, including mountain biking, hiking, boating, 
bird watching, horseback riding, fly fishing and golfing.

For those looking for a little less physical activity, the Spa at Sun Mountain will have 
you in a state of relaxation like none other.  A full service spa with massages, facials, 
manicures and hair and make-up treatments, you are sure to find a service that will 
have you feeling and looking your best. Our top pick is the four-hour Day of Beauty 
Pampering package which includes a 90 minute massage and 90 minute Spa facial, fol-
lowed by a chamomile pedicure.  Aaah, don’t you feel relaxed just thinking about it?

To learn more about recreation and lodging opportunities in Winthrop, visit 
www.winthropwashington.com or call 888.463.8469

Quick facts: 
Distance from Spokane: 184 miles
Average high temperature for July / August: 86
Elevation: 1,765 feet
How to get there: Travel west on I-90 to Exit 277 and merge onto US-2 heading toward 
Davenport (approx. 63 miles).  Turn right and travel on  WA-174 (approx. 40.7 miles). 
Continue onto WA-17 (approx. 24.4 miles). Turn left on US-97 (approx. 11.8 miles).
Turn right on WA-153 (approx. 30.8 miles). Continue on WA-20 (approx. 11.2 miles). 
Arrive at Winthrop.
Estimated drive time:  4 hours, 10 minutes

Winthrop, WA

Other great getaways:

Sandpoint, ID – Tucked deep in the upper 
portion of North Idaho is one of the great-
est treasures to behold: Lake Pend Oreille.  
With nearby Schweitzer Mountain and 
year-round activities, its no longer just a 
ski destination.  

Priest Lake, ID – Perfection on earth.  
Need we say more?  How about pristine 
waters, lush evergreen-encrusted moun-
tains, extensive hiking trails and two of the 
greatest summer resorts - Hills and Elkins 
– you will ever experience. 

P h o t o s  b y  m e t h o w n e t . c o m  c o u r t e s y  o f  W i n t h r o p  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e . 


