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O
n the cOrner Of 1st Avenue And WAshingtOn 
stands a four-story building. Looking at it from the 
outside, there are only three stories you can see; the 
fourth story is one that has to be told. it is a story of 
old and new; the story of how heather hanley took 
an old building and made it her new home. 

“i’ve always been really intrigued with reclaimed spaces,” says 
hanley. “i saw a lot of that in california when i lived there. Back here, 
i was really inspired by [fellow downtown dweller] dan spaulding’s 
condo and what he did with his personal space.”  inspired by his 
condo, hanley approached her father, Jim hanley, with the idea of 
them buying a building and turning it into residential space. At first, 
he didn’t see the draw to downtown living, but then his daughter took 
him to see some of the local lofts and condos that were already built. 
“he was blown away by dan’s space,” says hanley of her father’s reac-
tion and the moment that opened his eyes to the possibilities. 

by Blythe thimsen
photos by Alan Bisson

TheFourth Story
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Selling her father on the idea wasn’t as 
hard as finding the right building. “I’d 
been looking for a building ever since 
I moved back from college. I wanted 
something that was a manageable size,” 
says Hanley. She didn’t want a building 
that was too large and with which she 
would need to fill a high number of con-
dos. “When I first started working with 
an agent, they didn’t know what I was 
looking for, so I gave up. Then, an MSL 
(listing) book randomly showed up on my 
desk. I started flipping through and I saw 
this building.”

The building she saw was the New 
Como Hotel. Built in 1901, the main 
floor of the building was occupied most 
recently by Comet Press. After further 
investigation, Hanley concluded there was 
also a barber shop on the main floor at 
one time. Pillars in the building that were 
painted to look like a large barbershop 
pole gave the hint to its early days. 

The top two floors of the building were 
originally part of a 52-room single-occu-
pancy hotel. Located near the train sta-
tion, at the turn of the 20th century “this 
building really was meant as temporary 

Above: Exposed brick walls provide the perfect backdrop for the living room decor. 

Left: The impressive foyer and staircase on the first floor creates an elegant first impression.
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housing for people coming in and build-
ing Spokane,” explains Hanley.

The hotel portion of the building, which 
occupied the third and fourth floors, had 
been condemned in the 1980s and was in 
poor shape. “There were wires and pipes 
everywhere,” says Hanley of the state she 
found the building in when she bought it. 
There was no electricity when the building 
was originally built, but upgrades over the 
years added it to the building in a crude 
manner, resulting in exposed wires. 

As she looked at the building, Hanley 
realized it wasn’t just condos she was 
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envisioning. In a building with residential 
space upstairs, it would make sense to have 
a retail spot downstairs. When it came to 
finding a tenant, Hanley picked one she 
knew would be a great fit: herself. Hanley 
has owned and managed Tin Roof, a 
home décor retail store in Spokane, for 
four years, and she realized the first floor 
retail space would be the perfect location 
to open another store she had been think-
ing about for a while. “I thought Spokane 
needed a contemporary alternative,” she 
says of Concept Home, the store that she 

put into the building’s first floor retail 
location. While Tin Roof offers very tradi-
tional furniture and décor, Contemporary 
Home offers a contemporary twist. With 
a store downstairs, Hanley could live in 
one of the condos. “My grandparents lived 
above their store, and so it seemed like the 
natural thing to do; I just thought that’s 
what people did,” she says of the setup.  

Her excitement for the store and the 
condos soon met with the realities of reno-
vating a building. “It took almost three 
months of demolition to haul off all of 

Above: The concrete counter separates the dining room and kitchen spaces,while the settee in the back 

corner of the kitchen provides a fabulouse spot to eat breakfast by the window. 

Left: One of the two second-floor balconies that provide views down to the first floor. The skylight shown 

here shines directly down onto the foyer. 
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it,” says Hanley. “There were boxes of old 
shoes, stoves, gnarly old curtains. There 
was nothing cool in there, either.” There 
were no fabulous treasures that could be 
brought to Antiques Roadshow to fetch a 
fortune; instead, Hanley was left with over 
100 years of junk to sort through.

“It was so creepy,” she says of the dark 
floors with boarded-up windows and the 
numerous small, un-lit rooms that filled 
the space. “It was creepy, but I could see 
through it; I knew I could do it!”

Renovating is never smooth sailing, 
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and Hanley and her father, who served 
as the general contractor for the project, 
hit some rough seas of their own. After 
the walls came down they found that the 
second and third floors were sinking and 
settling into the light well. “That was an 
unexpected turn,” says Hanley of the dis-
covery that set them back several months 
and required that each floor be hoisted up 
and supported with new beams. 

“I think we make a good team though, 
because I have an attention to surface 
detail and he has an attention to what 
goes underneath,” she says of her relation-

ship with her father during the renovation 
process. 

Once the repairs were done, it was time 
to begin on the condos.  “It took months 
to figure out,” says Hanley of the layout 
and design of the condos, which had to be 
envisioned while the old walls were all still 
up and the building was cloaked in dark-
ness. “I’d come up with a flashlight and 
look around. It was a lot easier to envision 
once the demolition was done and I could 
start creating spaces.”

That didn’t mean it was instant smooth 
sailing. “We probably went through about 

Above: Hanley designed the first floor, which includes this office, to be a professional setting where she can 

meet with vendors, while the second floor is devoted to her living space. 

Left: This spiral staircase, next to one of Hanley’s shoe storage areas, leads to the rooftop patio.
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20 revisions,” says Hanley. “I gave a lot of 
thought to who lives downtown. Usually, 
it is someone who works down here, 
retired individuals who want to be close to 
downtown, or young couples without chil-
dren. The one thing they all usually like 
to do is entertain. So I thought about how 
they could use 20 feet of counter-space. I 
gave a lot of thought to things like that.” 

Seven condos, two of which are still 
available, were built. When it came to 
planning her own unit, Hanley didn’t have 
definite ideas of what she had to have. “It 
was more of an evolution, than ‘I need a 
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craft room, two-and-a-half bedrooms and 
etc’.” What she did come up with, though, 
is a sight to behold. 

Like a speakeasy of the 1920s, with an 
unassuming door masking what awaits 
inside, so too is the door to Hanley’s 
condo. While the hallway leading to the 
condo is understated and almost office-
like, with a slight twist of the handle and 
a gentle push, the door opens to reveal a 
completely unexpected sight. 

A large black and white checked floor 
gleams in the sunlight showering down 
upon it from a 12-paned second story 

skylight. “I wanted that really old school, 
Jane Austen look,” says Hanley of the 
floor, which resembles the type often 
found in old English manors, “and I love 
the skylight.” 

A grand black and white staircase, the 
original from the 1901 building, curves 
up to the second level. The balusters are 
carved and painted a gleaming white, 
while the railing is a polished black, 
and the steps are covered in a black and 
white damask runner. A burnished metal 
banister has been added to the top of 
the banister, giving a hip addition to an 

Above: At the back of the condo, the den is a place to relax in style, and it can also double as a guest room.

Left: The tub in the guest bath on the second floor was salvaged from the original building and refurbished.
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older feature. “I think this is the perfect 
example of old and new, because we had 
to bring it up to code,” says Hanley of the 
metal banister that gives a new look and 
also keeps it in compliance. 

Before climbing the staircase though, 
it is impossible not to take in the entire 
foyer and entry level. A powder room off 
of the entry is painted a bright fuchsia, 
with lilac stencils of large damask-style 
prints. The black crystal chandelier above 
the all-glass counter and sink sends rays 
of light sparkling throughout the room. 
It is usually hard to get excited about a 
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powder room, but this one makes you feel 
instantly elegant. 

That can be said for the rest of the foyer 
level as well. To the left of the base of the 
staircase is a seating area that includes a 
black and white damask couch, with tex-
tured fuchsia pillows, and a glass topped 
coffee table. The table and the couch both 
showcase Hanley’s ability to combine the 
old and the new. Both pieces are very 
traditional in style and form, but have 
been created with products that amp up 
the new, hip factor. For the couch, it is 
the daring black and white damask fabric, 
while for the table it is taking the tradi-
tional baluster legs and coating them in 
an ultra high gloss black, and topping it 
with glass. If that isn’t unique enough, the 
ceiling under which all of this is clustered 
is painted bright fuchsia.

That same color is used on the double 
doors that fill the angled doorway into 
Hanley’s office. Slightly mismatched, 
these doors were originals from the build-

ing and were made hip with a coat of the 
fuchsia paint. The glass desk sitting under 
a chandelier gives the office a soft and 
feminine touch, while the exposed brick 
wall provides a contrasting, rugged feel. 

The final room on the entry level is a 
wine room, created by building a wall of 
windowpanes and a glass door that opens 
into a small room built against the interior 
exposed brick wall. Glossy black furniture 
and a wine rack with glass accents ele-
gantly house wine. A large circular mirror 
reflects light from the room through the 
windows and back into the foyer. 

Standing in the foyer, under the skylight, 
you can look up to a balcony that encircles 
the second floor. With the wall continuing 
another 26-feet up toward the ceiling, this 
was a difficult space for Hanley to fill. For 
now she has stencils of large flowers climb-
ing the wall. “It’s always an evolution,” she 
says of her décor. “Maybe tomorrow I’ll 
see the coolest thing ever and that is what 
will end up here.” 

Looking from the kitchen into the dining and living room area showcases Hanley’s ability to incorporate 

both old and new in both her rennovation decisions and her decor. 
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Upstairs, the living space blossoms 
from the top of the stairs. Dark wide-
plank hand-scraped oak floors were used 
because “I wanted it to look as close to the 
old as possible,” says Hanley. The second 
level is a large living space out of which a 
living room, dining room and kitchen are 
created. While the glass has been replaced, 
the original window spaces, which dip 
close to the floor, were used, providing 
a nearly floor-to-ceiling window. Two of 
these on the north end of the living room 
flood the area with light.

A concrete eating bar separates the 
dining room from the kitchen and also 
creates a space for chairs on both sides. “It 
is concrete with fiberglass, so it has a more 
uniform look than the concrete you walk 
on,” says Hanley. The curved design of the 
bar resembles a flowing river, and is mim-
icked on the edge of the kitchen, where the 
wood floors of the living area meet with 
the travertine of the kitchen floor. 

Also in the kitchen is what Hanley 
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refers to as the “one of the coolest” features 
in the condo. It is her split fridge which 
she painted the front of with chalkboard 
paint, creating a giant canvas on which 
to draw. Large pieces of colored sidewalk 
chalk are clustered in a mug nearby. The 
result is part appliance, part art!

Smooth-lined Alder cupboards with a 
natural cherry finish line the lower walls 
of the kitchen – no cupboards are on the 
upper walls, creating an open feel – while 
a double oven is stacked in a back corner, 
near the pantry. In the back of the kitchen 
is a large settee, which Hanley knew she 
wanted to incorporate into the kitchen 
so she could sit and eat breakfast by the 
window. “I aspire to sit there,” she says, 
noting her busy schedule has kept her 
from indulging in it yet. 

Off of the main portion of the sec-

ond floor, a walkway passes between two 
curved balconies that look down to the 
stairwell and entry foyer, respectively. 
Continuing past the balconies, leads to 
the back portion of the condo. A curved 
wall to the left wraps around a spiral metal 
staircase that leads up to the roof, offering 
fantastic views of Spokane. 

Just past the circular staircase is a door 
to a guest bath. With an exposed brick 
wall, brilliant azure blue paint and gra-
cious-sized windows, this room positively 
glows with light. White subway tiles on 
the lower half of one wall, paired with 
white hexagon tiles on the floor, and the 
glint from the original white claw-foot 
tub, all add to the airy feel of the room.  

Just off of the guest bath, in the back 
of the condo is a den. With two exposed 
brick walls, and dark wood floors, a cozy 

A chalkboard paint on the front of the refrigerator instantly takes it from appliance to art gallery.
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space is created in which Hanley can 
sit and relax, read, study or chat with 
friends. 

In the back of the condo, a doorway 
with a dramatic black curtain pulled to 
one side, like a curtain at an elegant the-
atre, demands your attention. Lifting back 
the curtain and stepping through leads 
you into the personal living quarters of 
the home. 

Dior-Grey paint colored walls are paired 
with exposed brick, creating a soothing yet 
sturdy look. A white gas fireplace with an 
elegant mantle hosts dancing flames with-
in, which cast a gentle glow into the room 
and fill it with toasty air, all of which 
can be enjoyed on the richly upholstered 
couch Hanley arranged in the sitting area. 
A four-poster bed fills the room, inviting 
you to dream of slumber.  

A door off of the bedroom leads to a 
private bath. Mornings are a little more 
bearable when they are started in this 
room. With a massive skylight in the 
center of the room, light streams in and 
fills the room, making it an oasis in its 
downtown setting. A large curved shower 
benefits from the light, as do the two 
sinks located on either side of the room. 
Rather than using built in bathroom fix-
tures, Hanley opted for furniture pieces 
in which sinks could be incorporated. A 
large dresser at one end of the bathroom 
provides storage as well as counter space. 
“If I could have a kitchen out of furniture, 
I probably would,” says Hanley, referring 

Above:

Exposed brick walls and industiral heating 

vents, combine with the elegance of mirrored 

nightstands and a glass chandelier to create a 

master bedroom that is rich with texture.

Above: Hanley, shown with with Henry, the 

penguin who stands guard on the steps and 

adds a whimsical decorative touch, has told 

an amazing story with her renovated building 

and beautiful condo. 
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to her love for using furniture pieces rather 
than built-in cabinets and cupboards in 
unique ways. 

Finding the right pieces was a chal-
lenge, but Hanley had one advantage: she 
knew where to shop. “I tried to source 
everything from Tin Roof and Concept 
Home,” she says. “I tried really hard to 
only use our lines and our vendors, and 
just use them in really interesting ways.”

It is the accent pieces that tie this 
home together, and nothing less would 
be expected in the home of someone who 
owns two home décor stores. “I’ve tried 
to think of a word to describe it,” says 
Hanley of the style in which she has deco-
rated her home. “It is very hip traditional; 
a mix of old and new.”

 “It’s high pressure, though,” she says of 
decorating her own space. Given her work, 
she knows that all eyes are on her, but she 
need not worry. For they will certainly be 
pleased with what she has accomplished. 

“Because I don’t have a degree in design, 
I make my own rules,” says Hanley who 
earned her degree in Economics. “So don’t 
feel constrained by rules. Whatever works 
for you is the perfect design for you. If you 
think it matchers, then okay! If you want 
to paint your doors fuchsia, then paint 
them! When you go out on a limb like 
that, those are the really crazy, whacky 
things you will love.”

It’s the unique choices Hanley made 
that makes the story of her rennovation, 
the fourth – and greatest – story in this 
three-story building. 

Above: The view from Hanley’s rooftop includes 

some of downtown Spokane’s oldest buildings. 
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