A Bachelor Pad No More

by Blythe Thimsen
photos by Alan Bisson

“I

was recently divorced and needed a
bachelor pad,” says Buddy Bales, of
the home he purchased in 2004. It had
been on the market for a while and
needed a great deal of work, so it was priced
affordably and was in a great neighborhood,
two factors that made Buddy jump on the
chance to buy it.
“I knew from the beginning that I would
remodel it,” he says of the house. “It was a
perfect candidate for a remodel because of
the price and the location, and it was a mess
on the inside.”
The front door of the home was originally
located on Perry Street, but there was no
parking there, so guests ended up entering
the house through the garage. “You’d come
in through the garage and it was like a maze;
it was hard to get even a couch in it,” says
Buddy of the tight fit and the closed-off
design of the home, which had no open
spaces, but only chopped up individual
rooms and no reasonable flow of traffic.
“I just wanted to blow it all out and open
it up,” he says of the vision he had for the
home.
The bachelor pad soon lost its purpose
when, a mere six months later, Buddy met
Cheryl. Marrying a year later, the intended
bachelor pad became a home for them
both. They decided to remodel Cheryl’s
house, with the thought that they would
sell it, remodel and sell Buddy’s bachelor
pad, and then buy something new to both
of them once the real estate market picked
up. “Nothing was getting better ,though; the
economy was gloomy,” says Buddy. They
decided rather than having two houses

The kitchen and attached wine bar are the focal point of the front half of the great room on
the south end of the house. The slate tiled island serves as a line of demarcation between
the living room and the kitchen, where Buddy spends a lot of time cooking for the family.
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on the market during a rough real
estate climate, they would remodel
Buddy’s house, turning it into their
dream home together. The location
was another deciding factor in this
decision. With access to Manito
Golf Club, it was a great location
and a place where Buddy could
easily get to the course, and it was
not far from the neighborhood
in which Cheryl had been living,
meaning it wasn’t a drastic change
for either of them.
“It started out simple,” says
Cheryl of their shared vision for
the remodel. “Through months of
talking, the plans went from simple
to grandiose to simple again.” At
one point they considered adding
a second story to the house, and
they had the plans drawn up for
that, but those plans changed
when they realized their rapidly
growing children would not be in
the house much longer, so they
wanted to design something that
was comfortable and had plenty of
room, but wouldn’t leave them with
great numbers of empty bedrooms
and unused space.
“We knew we wanted to stay
here,” says Buddy, “because with
this house there was definitely
potential.” He and Cheryl knew
they wanted a great room concept
and a home with large open spaces,
but beyond that, they put their
home’s future into the safe hands of
Don Henrichs, their architect.

The walkway behind the fireplace in the living room (above) is the one place where the footprint of the home was changed. The the exterior wall
was pushed out to create a walkway that eliminates the need to go through the living room to get to the other side of the house.
Top: (l-r) The workout room, dining room and front entry are shown.
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“We knew we wanted to stay here,
because with this house there was
definitely potential.” ~ Buddy Bales

“As is common in large scale remodels
like this, there is always the problem
of balancing budget with wish lists,”
says Henrichs. “In the case of the Bales
remodel, however, the bigger problem
was that there was no flow or connection
of interior to exterior spaces in either the
main entry or the patio living areas. Major
function moves where necessary to make
the house meet the needs of the Bales’
lifestyle. There was no main point of
entry to the residence and no sense
of arrival. The kitchen did not relate
to any of the balance of the residence
and there was very little connection of
outdoor living to indoor living spaces.
Patios were isolated or non-existent. As
a result, major floor plan changes were
necessary to make the house fit the needs
of the Bales. A main entry was added,
walls were moved, opened up and or
eliminated. Even the stairway to the
lower level was relocated to allow for a
better connection of kitchen to the living
area.”
Work on the home started in July 2009,
with Buddy at the helm along with crews

from his company, Bales Construction.
“It took a year because we did it
backward,” says Buddy. “We weren’t in
a huge hurry, so I did the outside first,
because of the weather, and I wanted to
keep my crews busy during their slower
time of year. I don’t like to start something
and not finish it, I just can’t do that.”
To add to the challenge, there was a
renter living in the house while they were
working on the outside. While the renter’s
life went on inside, the outside of the house
took on a whole new life of its own. Where

white siding once rested, a beautiful
and vibrant yellow fibercement shingle
siding took over, changing the look of
the home forever.
Work was done on the visible sides of
the house–on 54th Avenue and on Perry
Street–before they tackled the back and
side of the house. They actually ended up
finishing the back of the house after they
completed the remodel of the inside.
A new roof was placed on the house,
which looked great, but caused a bit of
a challenge. When Buddy got inside to

The front entry was moved from Perry Street to 54th, bringing it to the same side of the house as the double garage. Before the
remodel, guests had to park on 54th and then walk on Perry Street to get to the enterance of the home.
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work on the living room, he realized
he had to tear out the fireplace, due to
some venting issues, but couldn’t risk
having to do any structural changes to
the top of the fireplace where it met
the roof, lest he risk ruining the new
roof. This left him with the challenge
of tearing out the bottom fireplace
down below, but find a way to support
the roof above. “I looked at that and
thought ‘I am not tearing that thing
down!’” says Buddy. “It was kind of
dangerous, though. If there was a
mistake, it would fall in.”
Luckily, Buddy has experience
with difficult construction issues.
As president of Bales Construction,
Buddy has focused mainly on
commercial tenant improvement,
although his company is increasingly
taking on residential work as it
continues to expand. “We know how
to get vault doors in and out of a
building,” he says, sharing an example
of the difficult tasks they encounter.
“This was a lot along those lines. You
do have to think outside the box.
We’ve had to deal with some unique,
interesting situations that require you
to think with ingenuity.”
“There was a lot of planning ahead
because we did the outside first,” says
Cheryl. “You had to have a lot of
foresight. A lot more thought and
strategy went into it.”

Above: A moat running beneath the
enterance bridge was the idea of architect
Don Henrichs, in whom
Buddy and
Cheryl put complete trust when it came to
designing their home.

Above: A great team in life, Buddy and
Cheryl, standing in the kitchen and looking
into the foyer, were a great team when it
came to planning and executing the remodel
of their home.

www.spokanecda.com

101

The enterance walkway is a bridge that
crosses over a moat, where the gentle
sound of water creates a soothing gateway
to the home.

“I actually enjoyed it,” says Buddy of
the somewhat backward process, “but
I didn’t have a lot of time during the
week, so I was up here a lot on the
weekends. I love this house though, it
is great. It was not well laid-out or welldesigned, originally, but a lot of work
went into it and it was fun to see the
transition.”
The results of the transition are easy
to see as you make your way up the
elegantly patterned walkway, and over
a moat leading to a covered entrance,
which provides shelter from the falling
snow on a wintry day. “The moat was
all Don’s idea,” says Cheryl. “The inside
design was kind of the same thing; he
put it together and we tweaked it. We
kept with Don’s game plan, though.”
The rich yellow and dark red trim of
the exterior add vibrancy to the wintry
landscape. Drawing on the color of the
red trim, red pieces of stained glass
are intricately woven into beveled glass
windows, which flank both sides of the
rich wood-tone door.
Entering the house lands you in a large
foyer with a bank of three windows, cut
into the wall, high on the right side of
the room. These windows are small
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and located slightly higher than eyelevel, which allows them to flood light
into the room yet maintain privacy for
anyone in the house, by blocking the
view visible from the outside. There is
a soffited ceiling and an arched cutout
in the wall on the left side of the foyer
that opens into the kitchen.
Walking forward, the foyer spills into
a great room that hosts the living room
area, dining area and a beautiful, open
kitchen. “I wanted something open
and roomy for entertaining space,” says
Cheryl of what she envisioned for the
home.
“It is perfect,” says Buddy of the flow
of the house, which was put to the
test when they had a full house for a
party, but there were no congestion
spots. The one thing they have noticed
since moving in, is that when there is
a full house, the noise carries and is
amplified. Of course, when it is the
sound of friends and family, can there
ever be too much noise?
“The floor plan changes, making the
residence more open and functional
for entertaining, as well as day to day
living, were so dramatic, that this stands
out to me as most rewarding part of
the project,” says Henrichs. “This is an
excellent example of what can be done
with dated structures to make them
fill the needs of today’s users without
necessarily building new.”
Five beams run throughout the great
room, and three six-lamp chandeliers
provide soft lighting which falls gently
on the large area rug, which helps to
soften the hardwood floor surface in
the room. Leather couches and chairs
provide cozy yet sturdy seating. A flat
screen TV mounted on the wall allows
technology to be a part of the room,
while also keeping the TV out of the
way.
A stacked stone fireplace with a slate
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With a covered outdoor grill, it is barbecue
season year-round! While the Bales don’t
have a large deck, the windows to the left of
the grill open into the dining room, making
that area feel connected to the outdoor
cooking space.

Quality is in the details
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hearth, encrusts a gas fireplace, from
which heat and flames dance, adequately
warming the space. The stone fireplace
also serves as a barrier, buffering the back
walkway. Behind the fireplace is the one
spot in the house where the footprint of
the home was slightly altered. The line of
the home used to stop where the fireplace
was, resulting in a U-shaped house. If you
were on one side of the house, you’d have
to walk through the living room to get to
the other side. Now, with the addition of
the walkways behind the fireplace, there
is quick access to the far end of the house,
where the bedrooms are located.
“It’s not too big, it’s just right,” says
Cheryl of the master bedroom at the end
of the hallway. The room is made to look
bigger thanks to the vaulted and beamed
in ceiling, which allows for a stylish
design, but more important, it allows for
the ceiling fan Buddy wanted to put in
there. “The two things I wanted were a
hot tub and a ceiling fan in the bedroom,”
he says. “I wanted a fan because I don’t
like the air conditioning on at night.” In
order to get the ceiling fan, they had to go
in and vault the bedroom ceiling, lifting
it upward.
“I wanted a walk-in closet,” says Cheryl
of the arched walkway that leads into
an open walk-in closet. A nearby sliding
door opens off of the master bedroom
and leads out to a deck with a hot tub,
overlooking a private, fenced in backyard.
A pocket door leads to the master bath,
which turns into a heavenly respite when
Buddy and Cheryl touch their feet to the
heated floors each morning. In addition

to the heated floors, a double sink, wide
mirror and a curved glass wall leading
to a walk-in shower make this bathroom
specific to their needs and wants. “One
thing I didn’t realize was how much
I would like the higher vanities and
toilets,” says Buddy. “They are really
nice.”
A branch off the hallway leads to
another bedroom, a bathroom with a
large walk-in shower, and a private home
office for Buddy. The home’s original
front door is in the office and now has
been turned into a private patio off of
Buddy’s office. “It didn’t look right on
the sides, “ says Buddy of the of the house
once the walkway to the original front
door had been removed. “We had to give
that long run of the house something to
elongate it and provide balance.” They
decided to keep the original front door,
but encase it in a private, walled patio,
which provides access to the outdoors
and a visually balanced way of breaking
up the length of the house.
Back in the main living space, three
large windows open off of the dining
room, into the center terrace. “Buddy is
a great barbecuer,” says Cheryl. “Another
great feature of this home is the barbecue
area. We don’t have a big deck, like we
did on the other house, but with the
windows in the dining room opening out
onto the barbecue area, it feels like it is
connected to the outside.” Four windows
flank two French doors that open off of
the walkway, behind the fireplace, onto a
patio nested in the center of the home’s
original U-shape. A built-in outdoor
grill and an outdoor kitchen are found
here. Barbecues take place regardless of
the weather, thanks to the terraced roof
cover that extends out over the grill,
meaning that nothing keeps the grill
from being available for use year-round.
The dining room area branches off
of the kitchen, taking up one side of
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A vaulted ceiling was added to the master
bedroom to accomodate a ceiling fan, which
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the home’s U footprint. Two simple
yet rustic chandeliers hang over the
smooth eight-person dining room table.
“I’m somewhat of a traditionalist,” says
Cheryl. “I wanted a formal dining room.
While we don’t have a formal dining
room, but we still have that spot where
we can gather to eat. I also wanted the
bar in the kitchen were we can all sit
together.”
A bathroom and bedroom branch
off of a small hallway coming off of the
dining room. They use this bedroom for
a home office and a small den, allowing
them to relax and watch television
together when the living room is in use.
A slate-bottomed tile island serves
as the line of demarcation between the
living room and kitchen. The kitchen is
rapidly becoming Buddy’s playground,
where he is able to try out new dishes
and utilize the beauty and space of
the kitchen. As a Registered Dietitian,
Cheryl is around food all day, so she
does not mind handing the cooking
duties over to Buddy.
“A lot of thought went into the layout
of the kitchen,” he says of the space he
loves.
“You are used to your old kitchen
layout, and it takes time to figure out
the new layout,” says Cheryl. “We

Buddy wanted, in place of using the AC on
summer evenings.

dance together in the kitchen.” Not
really dancing, she clarifies, but moving
around each other, from stove to counter
to sink, in beautifully choreographed
movements of two people who know
how to work together in a space.
Four bar stools with iron backs
provide seating at this less-formal eating
area at the granite countertop island,
which also houses a six-burner gas
range. Custom alder cabinets bring a
rich hue to the room. A coffee alcove is
tucked next to the double sink that rests
beneath the original kitchen window
for the home, looking out onto 54th
Avenue. A flat screen TV nestled in
the corner by a Fisher Pykel oven and
microwave means that cooking and
catching up on the news may be done
simultaneously.
A wine fridge is built into the island
and is within easy reach of the wine
bar, which is artistically set apart with a
beautiful mosaic tile backsplash running
up the wall.
Off of the bar area is a walkway leading
to stairs descending to the lower level
with an exercise room and a bedroom
and bathroom, or to a laundry room
and mud room which connects with the
spacious garage, which holds two cars
and a golf cart.

Cont. Lic, No. UNITEPI158CJ

united plumbing, inc.
trust the professionals
since 1985

residential
commercial
remodel
• water line repair/replace
• back flow valve install or testing
• hot water heaters-repair/replace
• licensed medical gas install
• all plumbing repairs
• lead pipe change outs
• boiler repair & install
• gas piping & pipe thawing

24 hour
service available
free estimates on
major plumbing

SD
Voted by the readers of
Spokane Coeur d'Alene Living
magazine as one of the best
Plumbing Companies

senior
discounts

valley 922.5000
city 327.7887

11401 E Montgomery Drive, Ste 1
www.spokanecda.com

107

Extra tall counters, heated floors and a spacious
walk-in shower make the master bath a
luxurious retreat for Buddy and Cheryl.

Contractor’s List

Contact us for a free design-build consultation

Showroom located in historic steam plant square, by appointment

VIDEOCONFERENCING
"Multimedia Business Training, Videoconferencing,
Distance learning... It's All Right Here!"

"This amazing Business
Training & Conference Center
is a regional jewel"
Business meetings, individual interviews, boardroom to classroom, this facility serves the Inland Northwest with
formal, superb technology, and multimedia-training excellence. Be amazed
at the interactive state-of-the-art, highdefinition equipment and experience the
professional amenities, services, and capabilities available here. The professional
videoconferencing can connect you live,
face-to-face, and give a truly "global
reach" to your meeting or conference.

East 4003 Broadway, Spokane, WA 99202

509-535-7794

Toll Free 1-800-765-9055 • FAX 509-536-8965

www.oxarc.com
108

Spokane CDA • Jan-Feb • 2011

Building a bathroom on the lower level
required that they put in a new sewer line.
Because of the age of the original line, it
was built in sections, and roots from the
many surrounding trees would get into the
seams between sections of the line, and
clog the line with roots. This is a dilemma
many older homes in Spokane face, and as
a result, the line often backs up, sending
water and sewage into homes in the area.
“I didn’t want a sewage ejection pump
because they back up,” says Buddy. “If
those pumps go bad, you get a backflow
of sewage.” After investigating, they
discovered the sewer line on Perry Street
was 13-feet deep, so they were able to make
a new connection on Perry, coming in from
below the sewer line. This allowed them to
have a lower-level bathroom that did not
run the risk of backing up. “It was a very
expensive bathroom,” says Buddy, but it
was well worth the cost.
“It is very rewarding when it is all done,”
he says of all the work and sweat equity
that went in to remodeling his former
bachelor pad into a home he and Cheryl
created together.
“We dotted our “I”s and crossed our
“T”s,” says Cheryl of the thorough planning
that went into this home. “We reviewed
and re-reviewed and re-reviewed our plans.
Nothing went wrong. Buddy is so very
detail oriented. If I needed a contractor,
I’d hire him, and not just because he is my
husband!”
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