Anchored with Roots

How one Spokane Family Made a Historical House Their Home

by Blythe Thimsen
photos by Alan Bisson
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n the backyard of a 104 year-old Spanish Mission house with an Arts and Crafts
style interior on Spokane’s South Hill sits a Copper Beech tree. A canopy of beautiful leaves hang from a network
of branches, which gracefully arch upward and outward, as if to reach out its arms to embrace those who stand
below and gaze upward, beholding its magnificent beauty. What is not seen, but is equally important to the
tree is the extensive network of roots which have anchored it to that spot for over a century, holding it through
windstorms, rains and the best life could throw at it.
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A view of the home from the backyard, which has numerous trees and plantings that are over 100 years old.
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Roots anchor us to the life we create,
in the place we are planted. Sustaining
us, connecting us to our spot in the world
and providing an anchor that keeps us
from floating aimlessly, roots are essential
to a strong thriving life.
While that Copper Beech has put
down roots, securing its place, Steve
and Theresa, the owners of the house
and property on which the tree stands,
have also put down roots. Securing their
spot in the history of the home, they
are anchored by the roots they have put
down.
In 2000, they moved from London
back to Spokane. Steve has his roots in
Spokane, having grown up here, and he
returned with his family when lured back
by a job offer. Previously living on the
west side of the state, neither Steve nor
Theresa envisioned moving to Spokane.
It seemed like too small of a town,
especially after having lived in Seattle
and London. Life is full of surprises,
though, and they were soon in town,
looking for houses.
“When looking for homes, my husband
told me ‘you can look right around
this one-mile radius’ near Cannon Hill
Park where he grew up,” says Theresa,
laughing at the strong hold her husband’s
roots had on him when it came to
selecting which part of town they wanted
to live in.
It was not long after that they got their
first look at the 104-year old home. One
look at the house and they both knew it
was a special find; one that was in the
right location, fit their needs and also
had roots in the community with a heavy
dose of local history.
The house was built in 1906, for Frank
Graves, a local attorney whose brother,
J.P. Graves, was a well-known member
of Spokane’s society. It was designed
by C. Ferris White who also designed
the Spokesman-Review building and was
the company architect for the town of
Potlatch, Idaho, where he designed more
than 300 buildings. According to an
August 1906 article in the SpokesmanReview, Ferris’ design made the house
“the largest house on the ground in the
city, as all the rooms except the den are
on the ground floor.” At the time, the
home cost between $20.000 and $30,000
to build.
Another of Spokane’s prominent
98

The foyer between the living room and dining room. Note the light fixture which is a reproduction of the one originally in the house.
The front door is barely visible behind the pillar on the right.
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The fireplace is the focal point of the 1,000 square-foot living room.
Aside from the recent addition of a flat screen television, the room looks much the same as when the house was built.

families has their roots in the house, too.
Frank Graves’ wife, Maude Ferris Graves,
was the sister of Joel E. Ferris, who
bought the house from Graves in 1929.
(This was no relation to C. Ferris White).
Another Ferris family member, Sarah,
married Cheney Cowles in June 1939,
uniting together two prominent Spokane
families. There is a picture of them in
their wedding attire, standing by the
fireplace in the living room of the home.
With such a rich history to the home’s
ownership, Steve and Theresa joined an
impressive list of people whose roots tied
them to the home. “We never had lived
in an old home before, but we found
100

this and fell in love,” says Theresa of the
historical home. “We’d lived in London
and there was a lot of history there, so
we were so excited to find that here – a
house with so much history.”
In August 2000, Steve, Theresa and
their family moved in and began working
on changes and updates, all the while,
slowly putting down roots and becoming
anchored to the home, just as the other
families who had lived there over the past
100 years had. “We knew we wanted to
restore it to what it was originally,” says
Theresa of the restoration process. “It
needed to have a lot of work done, but
only cosmetic, nothing structural.”
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Structurally, there have only been
minor changes over the years: a remodel
in the 1970s of the kitchen, and an
addition on to the sewing room, making
it into another bedroom and bathroom.
Additionally, forced air was added to
the back of the house, along with air
conditioning. “We hardly have to use the
air conditioning, though, because the
walls of the house are so thick, they keep
it very regulated,” says Theresa.
The floors of the house were covered
entirely with red carpet when they moved
in. “Everyone who has lived here has
done something for this house,” says
Theresa. “Thanks to those who put

down the carpet, the wood floors were
in great shape!” She is referring to the
pristine quarter sawn oak floors that were
revealed when they pulled up the red
carpet. Knowing the carpet played a role
in the home over the years, though, they
kept a large piece of it and bring it out
each Christmas to put in the grand foyer.
“It’s a tip of the hat,” to the history of the
home says Theresa, “and it is Christmas
Red so it is the perfect color.”
“In addition to pulling up the red
carpet, we did a lot of research,” she
says of their approach to working on
the house. “Using the pictures to help,
we tried to get it back to its original
SPOKANE CDA LIVING / June 2010
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The dining room table is original to the home, as are the beautiful green
glass squares in the doors to the foyer and to the butler’s pantry.
While a few original light fixtures remain in
the house, others are replicas. They are so well
crafted, it is hard to tell the difference.

The dining room’s built-in cabinets and metal curtains below the windows,
which hide the still-used radiators, are both functional and decorative.
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does not have to cost a fortune,

glory.” One cosmetic change they made
was to paint the interior walls in colors
that represent the Arts and Crafts
style. Additionally, they worked with
Luminaria, the former Spokane lighting
shop, using pictures to identify and then
reproduce many of the original lighting
fixtures and sconces. “We were trying
to be very true, going in and matching
everything,” says Theresa.
That desire to be true extends to the
exterior of the house as well. Steve and
Theresa updated the stucco exterior
two years ago, transforming it from a
gleaming white, to a more traditional
taupe. “It had been painted white,
and when the paint was peeled back,
you could see the original color,” says
Theresa. “This color makes it a more Arts
and Crafts style house.”
It is not just the stucco exterior that
draws one’s attention when outside, but
also the beautiful yard. “Joel Ferris loved
plants, and my understanding is that he

complimentary design assistance is available

the Silver Award in our
2009 Reader’s Survey in the class of
~ best modern furniture ~
Be our Fan on Facebook to be in the know!
Design Tips, Invites to Events and More!
www.facebook.com/concept::home
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While the kitchen was fully remodeled several years ago, the use of
earth tone colors makes it blend well with the rest of the home.

One of three fireplaces in the house is found in the master bedroom.
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had an arrangement with Manito Park
where he would give them seedlings to
house over the winter,” says Theresa.
Ferris’ love of plants is visible in the
numerous shrubs and trees that were
planted years ago and still bloom today;
plants whose roots have stretched deep
into the earth, ensuring they live on as
part of the home.
In the backyard alone there is the
aforementioned massive Copper Beech
tree, along with Purple Beech, Weeping
Beech, Tamarack Larch, Silver Maple,
Chestnut and Oak trees. “It is a labor
of love really, to take care of this
property,” says Theresa. They have
worked extensively on the grounds, even
refurbishing the rock walls that surround
the garden and lead to an old basalt
rock stairway and terraced gardens. “It’s
fun because its private and you feel like
you have your own park, but you are
only five minutes from downtown,” says
Theresa of the property on which the
home sits. “It feels secluded. That’s what
we love so much. It’s not just the house;
it is the property, too. We were lucky
enough to get this house, but we feel we
have to take care of it for who comes

Premium Siding & Vinyl Windows
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replacement windows
• Up to $1500 Tax Credit
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Master authorized dealer

The updated bathrooms manage to blend with the time period of the house, thanks to
the use of classic items, such as crisp white subway tiles and exposed pipes.

next. It’s all worth it though, it is really,
just to have the history and to grow up in
this setting.”
During their work on the property,
over 1,000 clay pots of varying sizes were
unearthed. While plants nowadays come
in plastic containers, back in the day they
came in hand crafted clay pots. “I kept
the ones that were in good shape,” says
Theresa. “My husband wants to get rid of
them, but I don’t!”
While treasures like the clay pots were
dug up from the property, one does not
have to hunt as hard for treasures on the
interior of the home. Five-thousand-sixhundred square feet in size, the sprawling

home is one that begs you to stroll slowly
through its encompassing space, taking
in the details and the unique design.
“It’s big, but I never feel I am in a huge
mansion,” says Theresa of the home. “It
is cozy. I think the Arts and Crafts style
lends to that coziness.”
That coziness is sensed as soon as you
walk through the impressive entrance
door and enter into a wood paneled
vestibule serving as a walkway to the
main door. Vestibules of this design were
common during the time the house was
built, as it kept the cold air from coming
directly into the house.
Brass latches on both sets of doors

get a federal energy
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This guest bedroom looks not much different than it would have at the time the house was
built, thanks in part to Theresa’s ability to find and select furniture styles that fit the era.

3820 E. Dalke St. • Spokane, WA 99217
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showcase the letters “F” and “G”, for
Frank Graves, the home’s original owner.
When the latch is pressed and the door
opens, it is into a beautiful entry hall
paneled with rich, dark wainscoting and
grasscloth wallpaper in the wood panels,
which stretch five feet up the wall. An
eighteen-inch crown molding of the
same beautiful dark wood encircles the
room. “There is so much wood in this
house. If we had to replace it nowadays,
it would be so expensive,” says Theresa.
Many homes built during this time
took advantage of the booming lumber
industry, encrusting their homes in
elegant wood.
The entry hall opens to the right where
a couch sits, before the area blossoms into
a grand foyer, which is one of Theresa’s
favorite rooms in the house. “It is so open
and I like how it allows you to move
from one room to the other comfortably,”
she says of the foyer, which connects
to the living room and dining room on
either side.
Two large pillars of dark wood
transition the hallway into the foyer.
At the far end of the foyer, on the back
of the house, double sliding doors with
windowpanes open out onto a private
covered patio and fireplace, from which
views of the ample green lawn stretching
down toward the gardens are bountiful.
At the center of the foyer is a light
fixture with one center light and four
hanging glass globes, a reproduction
of what was originally there when the
house was built. To the right, through an

expansive door is the dining room.
With a gentle push against the
heavy wood door with panes of green
ornamental glass, into view comes an
impressive dining room that is 19 feet
by 23 feet. Wood paneling encases the
walls seven feet up, where it meets a
wooden plate ledge. Three feet above the
ledge, the ceiling climbs 14-feet upward,
arching toward a flat center panel.
A mural was rumored to originally be
on the ceiling in the dining room, but
now all that is on display are two thick
chain chandeliers with four glass globes,
which each shine their light onto a bit
of history: the massive rich maple table
with six leaves which sits in the center
of the room, and has stood in that spot
since the house was built. Ten matching
maple chairs with leather cushions that
are elegantly cracked give a glimpse into
the stories and memories that have been
told and made around this table over the
years.
At one end of the dining room,
tucked between two large windows,
is an extensive built-in hutch with
cupboards, doors and small paned
windows. A sconce on each side of the
hutch is from the same glass globes used
in the chandeliers. Additional built-in
cupboards throughout the room showcase
the Arts and Crafts style. A small door
on the back of the room with the same
green squares of green glass found on the
door off of the foyer opens to reveal a
butler’s pantry, with built-in counters and
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All of the bathrooms in the home use the same tiles,
colors and hardware, creating functional beauty.

cupboards.
The back wall of the dining room is
filled with windows that look out onto
the rolling green lawn. Three large paned
original-glass windows provide ample
light along with the serene view.
Rising three feet up from the ground
to a ledge windowsill are metal curtains
with original hand-cut copper designs,
which hide the radiators, through which
hot steam is piped, heating the room.
“The radiators do a great job,” says
Theresa of the original heating system
that still heats the home on cold winter
days.
Off of the dining room is a modern
kitchen, which is one of the few rooms
that has an updated remodel (thanks to
some previous owners), betraying the
age of the house. At the time the house
was built, kitchens were utilitarian, used
only by the maids and butlers. To them
the thought of the kitchen being the
room in which the most time was spent
would be absurd. That is how things
are now, though. “We’re in the kitchen
and the family room the most, which is
so different from when the house was
built, how the kitchen was used,” says
Theresa. “We spend most of our time
in the kitchen and family room, but for
entertaining we’ll have huge groups of
family together in the living room and

the dining room. The main rooms are
so large, this house is wonderful for
entertaining in.”
Large terracotta tiles in the kitchen
continue the Arts and Crafts feel, with
their rich, earthy colors. A six-burner
Viking range and two sinks make
this a kitchen ready to handle a large
celebration or entertain multiple guests.
The beautiful earth-tone granite of the
countertops is accented by the caramel
tones of the carved cupboards and
cabinets. Adding to the beauty of the
room, a window by the sink provides
views out onto a pool and one of the back
patios.
Originally the maids’ quarters, a
room off of the kitchen is now a family
room where the entire family piles in,
snuggling on the cozy couch to chat,
watch television and spend time together.
“I thought about taking out the wall
between the kitchen and the family
room, which I would have loved, but the
more I thought about it, I didn’t want to
make structural changes to the house,”
says Theresa.
A walkway from the kitchen leads
back into the foyer at the front of the
house, where a guest suite is located. The
woodwork in the guest room, as in all
of the home’s other bedrooms, had been
painted white. “We did some research on
the Arts and Crafts period,” says Theresa,
“and decided to bring all of the bedrooms
back to the rich, dark wood traditionally
associated with the style.”

Benjamin Moore

®

Paints

No time like the present to enjoy this 104-year old
beautiful, built-in clock, flanked by bookshelves, in the
living room.

• Paints
• Industrial Maintenance Coatings
• Spray Equipment
• Wallpaper
• Accessories
• Custom Color Matching

512
512 W.
W. Indiana
Indiana
328-5544
328-5544
SPOKANE CDA LIVING / June 2010

111
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Interior doors throughout the home showcase original
panes of glass, which filter light into rooms and
hallways, yet allow privacy.

When they worked on each of the
bedrooms they made sure the changes
matched the style and materials found
throughout the house. For example, they
used replica old-fashioned push button
light switches, grasscloth wallpaper and
reproduction sconces.
The guestroom has wallpaper six feet
up the wall, where it meets with a plate
ledge. Three beautiful, original windows
in the guest room open out onto the front
yard, but are granted privacy thanks to a
wall, which rises halfway up. The closet
door in the room was reproduced to look
like the original doors in the house: dark
wood with small panes of green glass.
One upgrade Theresa insisted on
was that of the bathrooms throughout
the home. “You’ve got to have working
bathrooms!” she says. These are not just
working, they are stunning to look at.
Each was designed to showcase the same
style: earth colored creamy travertine
tiles, crisp white subway tiled walls
and exposed plumbing in the showers
featuring gleaming metal pipes working
their way up to a rainforest showerhead.
The end result is modern, yet with a nod
toward yesteryear.
Back in the foyer, across from the
doorway to the dining room, is a
doorway to a grand room. Calling it a
living room isn’t quite encompassing
enough as the 1,000 square-foot room,
which measures 26-feet by 40-feet, also
houses a music room with a gleaming,
black baby grand piano, and a sitting area
with overstuffed chairs and couches.
“We had moved from London and
didn’t have much furniture, so when we
came here, we were able to buy furniture
specifically for the house,” says Theresa
who managed to find pieces which fit
112
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beautifully into the age and style of the
home. “I had a really fun time finding
antiques for this house. I shopped
weekly for the first three years. It makes
this house very congruent with its
surroundings and place in Spokane.”
The focal point of the room is the span
of built-in wood bookshelves, running
the width of the room, breaking only
to allow a spot for the massive tile and
copper hood-encrusted fireplace. Gone
are the days of chopping wood and
stoking a fire; this is the one fireplace
in the house that has been converted to
gas. With the ease of a flip-of-a-switch,
flames begin their dance in front of your
eyes, and warmth fills the cavernous
room.

Doors throughout the home showcase the initials of the
original homeowner, Frank Graves, with an intricate “F”
and “G” design.

A flat screen television above the
fireplace was a recent addition that makes
this room ideal for viewing movies or
watching big sporting events for which
a large number of people gather. When
Super Bowl rolls around this is the room
in which the party takes place. The builtin bookshelves and grandfather clock on
the interior wall add additional warmth

Custom Construction & Remodeling
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The front of the home (above) is very private, tucked
behind a wall (bottom), in a park-like setting.
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and charm, while the bookshelves also
provide a space for numerous old books
to rest, some of which came with the
house.
A doorway off of the side of the grand
room leads into a winding hallway,
which is also accessible off of the foyer.
This hallway winds back to the private
living quarters of the home. Built-in
linen cabinets and cupboards line the
hallway, providing needed storage, but
also a decorative detail, as the rich dark
wood of the cabinets contrasts with the
crisp white walls.
A wide, wooden and wonderfully
impressive staircase leads to a lower
level with a billiards room. The dark
wood again showcases brilliantly in the
massive stairwell, which is flooded with
light thanks to two tall windows.
At the far end of the house is the
master bedroom, which boasts one
of the three original fireplaces in
the house. It is a beautiful, yet not
overwhelmingly large room. “There are
a lot of things you give up in an old
house,” says Theresa. “The challenges
are things like there are not enough
electrical outlets, and my closets are
small for my husband and I. Unlike

in a new house, you don’t get a huge
bedroom and closet, but the bedrooms
are comfortable in size. Each bedroom
has a bathroom, which was rare for back
then.”
While updating the master bathroom,
they discovered there were windows that
had been covered up, and the ceiling
had been lowered. When the drywall
came off, they were stunned to find big
beautiful windows.
Discoveries like that are part of the
joy of living in a home that has been
occupied for over one-hundred years, and
in which a variety of people have lived
and put down roots. “Every family that
has lived here has contributed something
good to the house, and we really feel
like we are stewards of this house,” says
Theresa. “It is 104 years old, only ten
of which we have had it. We hope with
what we are doing, it will keep going on
for many years. You never know what
life will bring you, but it is my hope we
can live here long-term, for quite a long
time.” The work they have done for the
home and the memories they have made
are strong roots, ones that should keep
them firmly planted in this house that
has become their home.
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