o
t
y
read

!
y
t
r
pa

Get

ythe
by Bl

en

Thims

Party Prep
Prohibition History: 1919-1933
“Ratified on January 16, 1919, the Eighteenth Amendment prohibited the making,
transporting and selling of alcoholic beverages. Adopted at the urging of a national
temperance movement, proponents believed that the use of alcohol was reckless and
destructive and that prohibition would reduce crime and corruption, solve social problems,
decrease the need for welfare and prisons and improve the health of all Americans. During
prohibition, it is estimated that alcohol consumption and alcohol related deaths declined
dramatically.
But prohibition had other, more negative consequences. The amendment drove the
lucrative alcohol business underground, giving rise to a large and pervasive black market. In
addition, prohibition encouraged disrespect for the law and strengthened organized crime.
Prohibition came to an end with the ratification of Amendment XXI on December 5, 1933.”
~ (National Constitution Center, www.constitutioncenter.org)
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Hot Summer Nigths, The Last Speakeasy
A hot July night in 1933. Vincent Bozzi, aka The Big Cheese, made a lot of money and had
a lot of fun at his speakeasy joints. He threw lavish parties and was always one step ahead of
the law. “Prohibition was the best thing that ever happened to me,” he says. “Now that people
will be able to party wherever they want, they won’t need me anymore, so we better go out in
style! I’m going to throw a swanky caper at the joint on the bluff overlooking Spokane Valley.
I want flappers, plenty of giggle water, the best wine in the world, food that will make your
mouth water, the best music, the best cars, the best looking guests. I want people dancing
and having fun! The Roaring 20s are over, but we’re going to bring ‘em back tonight. All the
glitz, all the glamour, just like Gatsby. And what fun would it be to do this when it’s legal? My
party is going to be held on the last day of prohibition, (with a wiggle room of a few months
– who wants to party outdoors in December?!) and we’re going to go out in style! On this
night we’re going to celebrate the LAST SPEAKEASY!”

F

or those of you gearing up for Bozzi Media’s annual
Hot Summer Nights party, on July 24, 2015, we’re
here to help you get to a tip-top party prepped state,
with a little background of the era and sample of the
language. Soon you’ll be ready to take on the world
of Prohibition and the Roaring 20s, so you can rock the “Last
Speakeasy.” For those of you not going (What?!! Get your
tickets, people!) it’s still fun to be in the know.
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PAINT. DRINK. HAVE FUN.
Great for all occasions! • Girls Night Out • Date Night
• Private Parties • Corporate Parties
Join us for an
unforgettable
evening filled
with fun,
friends, and
fine art. Enjoy
painting your
own masterpiece
while sipping
on an enticing
local wine or
microbrew!

View our painting calendar and RSVP online.
Use code

SPOKCDA at checkout for 10% off any public class.
offer expires 12/31/15

32 W. 2nd Avenue, Spokane, WA

For more information, visit www.pinotspalette.com/Spokane
NEW LOCATION COMING SOON TO COEUR D'ALENE!

Cryst
al Toreson

25% off

Fine Art
Photography
for your home
.599.2118

509

ORDER PRINTS at ctoreson.com
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Spokane During the Prohibition
Known Speakeasy locations in Spokane
include underneath Boo Radley’s/
O’Doherty’s, a room two stories below streetlevel at The Spokane Club, Dutch’s Pawn
Shop basement, The Fort Spokane Brewery
basement and the Early Bird Lounge at The
Davenport. (Courtesy of Speakeasy Spelunking,
published in The Inlander, February 12, 2001)

Spokane’s Bootlegger King:
Albert Commellini
Commellini Estates is a popular venue and
event restaurant in Spokane, but its history may
be richer than the delicious sauces used in its
beloved Italian food. Albert Commellini was
an Italian immigrant who became a successful
Spokane businessman, as well as Spokane’s
“Bootleg King.”
According to the History section on
Commellini Estates website, “The time of
prohibition provides a backdrop for some
of the most colorful tales of Albert’s storied
life. For example, during prohibition, Albert
found himself in the position of deputy sheriff.
It just so happened that the police at that time
were concerned with confiscating the illegal
contraband. Albert, being the ever-thoughtful
businessman, saw this confiscation as an
opportunity. After the alcohol had made its
way to the station, Albert would quietly send
his men to acquire and resell the outlawed
substance. Albert even took the liberty to use
his Italian importing company as a means to
import the necessary ingredients for moonshine.
Albert found himself under the watchful eye
of the law, even being arrested twice in one
day; however, he always managed to elude all
charges as he kept the records in a place where
no policeman could ever find them: his head.
Albert never wrote anything down and his
great memory served him well. Some have even
speculated that Albert operated a Speakeasy in
the basement of his South Hill home.” (To learn
more, visit www.commellini.com)
We hope that helps you prepare for the Last
Speakeasy! We can’t wait to see you at our Hot
Summer Nights Party. It is sure to be a night to
remember!
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Friday

TicketsWest.com

July 24th

5:30-10p.m.

speakeasy party at Arbor Crest
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