Stewards of the Mansion
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M

ik e and Cindy Bass are
stewards—of a home and of history. “I
once heard, and strongly believe, that
living in a house makes you ‘stewards
of the house,’” says Cindy. “You are
living there for a while, and then you
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are going to pass it along to the next owners. You want to take
care of it and give them something nice.”
The house of which they are stewards is a 100-year old
brick mansion nestled into a hidden corner of Spokane’s South
Hill. With its impressive stature and sweeping entry through
a gated driveway down below, it is easy to allow your mind to
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The breakfast nook off of the kitchen was an addition; the original kitchen was small and used only by the house staff.
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wander, thinking of all the grand parties, joyful celebrations and peaceful
moments that have unfolded in the
home over the past century.
While it is a home rich in history,
it is also a home that has been lovingly cared for and updated by Mike
and Cindy, who bought the house
in 1999. “I was born and raised in
Spokane, but didn’t know this was
here,” says Mike of the home’s secluded location. “This house was never on
the MSL; it sells because of where it is
and what it is.”
What it is, is a home that took a lot
of Mike and Cindy’s time and effort
to remodel, but yielded stunning
results. “There was some reluctance
to purchase a 100 year old house,”
says Mike. “You underestimate how
much time it takes to remodel it.”
“When you turn to something that
is 100 years old, you don’t now what
you’ll find,” he says. “We tore into
the walls and found the original blue
prints of the house, along with a
couple of tools and a glove that were
over a hundred years old. You think
about history and a hundred years
ago, and how history has changed.
The Titanic sunk when this house
was already built.”
Commissioned in 1907, by Frank
Worster, a successful businessman
from back east, for himself and his
wife to live in, the house was designed
by Spokane architect C. Ferris White,
who had studied with Frank Lloyd
Wright in Chicago. It was completed
in 1909, and at the time that it was
built, the house was said to cost
a whopping $9,000. Sadly, Worster
and his wife never lived in the house,
as she passed away before it was completed.
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Added as part of the remodel, the bar room mimics the look and style of the rest of the house so well, it looks original.
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The Johnsons, a well-known
Spokane family, lived in the house
for most of its early years. A prominent member of society, Mr. Johnson
was also the president of the Motion
Picture Society of America, and was
involved with the national chamber
of commerce in Washington D.C.
“Because of his involvement with the
federal government and Hollywood,
there were notable people here,” says
Mike. “When the World’s Fair was
here in Spokane, the president of
India stayed here in the house.”
Perhaps most impressive wasn’t
who sat at the dining room table, but
what was planned around it. “Mr.
Johnson was on the original board
of directors for United Airlines,
which was formed from Boeing,”
says Mike. “The original board of
directors’ meetings were held in the
dining room.”
Mike and Cindy served as their
own board of directors, when they
set out with ambitious plans to oversee the home’s remodel. They spent
their first five years of ownership
living in the house while planning
and saving, gearing up to recreate the home exactly the way they
wanted it.
“This house had great bones,”
says Cindy. “It was mainly figuring
out how to keep the integrity and
flow of the house without modernizing it.”
“The internet is a wonderful
thing,” adds Mike, referring to the
number one tool that was used in
the remodel of the house. “Cindy
probably did two years of research,
finding the right things. For the
plumbing, we wanted the guts to be
modern, but we wanted the visible
pieces to look authentic.”
One of the first things they did
was to put in a pool and a 900square foot pool house, providing
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Originally a sleeping porch, Mike and Cindy enclosed this room, creating a
quiet sitting area with great views.

them a place to live while they remodeled
the main home.
“Remodeling this house tells you what
to do,” says Cindy explaining how they
decided on the look of the interior. “ If you
look at the cabinets in the living room and
the ones we built behind the bar – they
were built to match!”
The home’s original quarter sawn white
oak floors found throughout the first
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floor were kept, as were the innumerable
crown moldings and 12-inch baseboards
throughout the house.
Paneled dark wood wainscoting covers
most of the walls, instantly providing the
home a sense of inviting warmth, as if you
are stepping into a cocooned harbor, from
the cold of the outside.
A wide door inside and to the left of the
entrance opens to reveal a grand living

room. It is easy to imagine the guests and
parties that have been in the room over the
years. Rich wood floors are accessorized
with area rugs that absorb the echo in the
big room.
Thirty-eight feet from one end to the
other, the living room is divided into
three sections, by virtue of the large wood
beams which run the width of the room,
creating unique areas in which to gather.
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This is the dining room in which board meetings for United Airlines were once held.

At the back of the living room, a 35pane window looks out onto the back
yard, where rolling green grass makes
its way to a walkway on which one can
travel and explore the back portions of the
property.
“The living room is great for fun and
entertaining,” says Mike. “One of the hard
things for people to realize, though, is that
with the size of the home, furnishing it is
The extensive use of wood creates a rich,
warm tone in the living room.
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difficult. You can’t just go down to ABC
Furniture and say ‘I need a couch.’ The
living room is 38 feet wide,” so you have
to take that size into account when you
furnish it.
“If it looks too big, it is going to work,”
says Cindy of the size of furniture needed
for the living room. “The rooms are cavernous, yet they don’t feel huge.”
“I don’t go so much for the look, but for
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the feel,” she says, describing her approach
to decorating the home. “I was trying to
create something elegant where you could
still put your feet up. The living room had
a set feel.”
Two overstuffed chairs are clustered
together in the back portion of the living
room. The radiators, which have been
encased in wood, give a one-two punch,
not only heating the room, but the wood
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casing serves as a table, with the top easily
holding large lamps. “In these old houses,
they went wild with the wood,” says Mike.
“I think that comes from the fact that a
lot of timber industry bigwigs lived in this
area. I think they were trying to one-up
each other with how much wood they
could incorporate.”
Some of that wood surrounds the fireplace, which is 20-feet in length and serves
as the focal point of the center portion of
the living room.
The final third of the living room,
located along the front of the house, has
two built-in bookshelves connected by
a wall of built-in wood cabinets that are
three and a half feet tall. The top of the
cabinets creates a natural display for pictures of friends, family and adventures
Mike and Cindy have had. “I like to display family photos, especially in a house
this size,” says Mike.
On either side of the fireplace are double
leaded glass doors leading out to the bar
room, which was added on by Mike and

SPOKANE CDA LIVING / December 2009 www.spokanecda.com

Cindy. Standing in the room, anyone
would be hard pressed to guess that it was
not an original portion of the house, save
for the high-end touches Mike and Cindy
added. The wood floors of the living room
seamlessly flow into the bar room. The
massive wood beams that divide the living
room continue into this room, likewise
dividing it into three sections; a quiet
conversation area in the front, a bar in the
middle and an area for cards in the back,
next to double doors leading out onto a
patio.
“The one thing I thought this house
needed was a bar, far from the kitchen;
somewhere people could congregate,” says
Cindy.
Behind the bar, which is on the backside
of the 20-foot long fireplace, is a mirrored
wall with a flat screen HDTV set into a
wood trim alcove. A granite countertop,
two sinks, a wine fridge and a dishwasher
make this bar fully functioning, whatever the occasion. Whether gathering with
friends for a Super Bowl party, or simply
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sinking into one of the four high-wraparound, deep-plush velvet bar chairs, there
is a spot for everyone in this room.
With doors on both sides of the room,
a full loop can be made from the living
room, into the bar room, and back in to
the living room. This is great traffic flow
for a party, especially because “when we
do entertain, it tends to be about 100
people,” says Mike.
Back in the foyer, another set of double
leaded glass doors lead to a large dining
room. The aforementioned dark wood
vanishes in this room and is replaced by
bone colored walls with crisp white trim,
which are made even brighter by the light
from another 35-pane picture window
looking out onto the grounds of the home.
Though a table for ten is in the middle of
the room, there is still ample floor space,
thanks to the gracious size of the room.
A matching set of double leaded glass
doors lead out of the other side of the dining room into a family room. The leaded
glass on the many sets of double doors
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found throughout the house was handcrafted by Cindy. “I had taken stained
glass in high school,” she says. “When
it came time to do those doors, I think
I signed up for a refresher Park and Rec
class.”
Coming through the doors on the far
side of the dining room leads to what was
originally a portion of the maids’ quarters.
Walls have been knocked down and the
space has been reformatted to create a
family room that opens into the kitchen.
Large windows again play a role in
this room, providing light and views out
onto the pool area and the pool house. A
luxurious leather L-shaped couch curves
along the windows and out into the family room, providing a wonderful spot
in which to gather. Built-in bookshelves
nestle against a fireplace, with a flat-screen
TV mounted above it, creating a great area
in which to relax.

www.spokaneoverheaddoor.com
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Cream, brown and beige tiles surround
the fireplace, incorporating the colors of
the dining room and lighter colors of the
kitchen, while the deep brown ties in the
wood found throughout the house.
To recreate the original kitchen area
was too difficult because servants were the
only ones who were in the kitchen, meaning it was a small room that was truly
built for function only. There was no need
for it to be attractive, as the room was for
preparation use only and was never seen
by family, friends or guests.
The kitchen today is a different story.
With cherrywood cabinets, double bull
nose granite (two layers of granite seamlessly stacked on top of one another),
stainless steel appliances, double ovens, a
six-burner Viking range and an open flow
and design, this is a kitchen that functions and impresses with its encompassing
beauty and style.
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Mike, Arthur, Murray and Cindy
relax in the living room.
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A granite-topped eating island with
four leather stools separates the family
room from a breakfast area. Walking
through the kitchen, past what used
to be the servants’ stairs, but today is a
convenient second set of stairs for Mike
and Cindy, leads back into the front
entryway, at the bottom of the grand
staircase.
Climbing these stairs leads to a beautiful
room that was originally a sleeping porch,
used in the early 1900s when air conditioning was not available to cool bedrooms on
a hot summer evening. Mike and Cindy
decided to enclose the room and make it
part of the second floor.
The small, gray and white granite subway tiles used for the backsplash in the
kitchen reappear in the upstairs master
bedroom, surrounding a beautiful fireplace in a recessed wall alcove. In the
bedroom, the tiles are paired with a cool
and calming blue wall color, and crisp
white crown molding and baseboards,
creating a tranquil tone to the room.
With the same blue walls, gleaming
white subway tiles, heated travertine
floors, black StyleStone countertops and
undermounted sinks, the attached master bathroom is sophisticated and retro
all at once. The crown jewel of the bathroom is a stand-alone bathtub, which is
perched before a wall of windows, atop

The first step to a more efficient home is an energy
audit from the Energy Doctors.

These images show missing insulation. How many
areas in your home are like this.
a travertine encrusted step. “The most
surprising thing is the view from the
bathtub,” says Cindy.
His-and-her wardrobes and dressing
areas are located through a door behind
the his-and-her sinks. A workout room is
connected to the master bathroom, and
has a door out onto a private balcony.
From this balcony, Mike and Cindy
can look out onto the front yard of their
home and see the small slice of heaven
in which they reside. Having lived in
seven homes during their twenty-year
marriage, they have never stayed in a
house for as long as they have in this
one – ten years. With the satisfaction of
successfully remodeling and updating
the 100-year-old mansion to create an
elegant but comfortable home, they are
ready to move onto their next project.
Soon they will offer the home for sale,
price on request, and will look forward
to their next adventure.
When they do finally move, Mike
and Cindy will pass along to the next
owners a beautiful home. It is one of
which they have been stewards; more
so though, it is a home that has been
a steward of them, providing them a
shelter in the storms of life and a house
in which they have created wonderful
memories and secured their own place
in the home’s history.
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