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by Blythe Thimsen

So here we are,
yet again.
Facing another glorious summer, with long days, warm
temperatures and clear skies. Oh, the burden of our lot in life!
We have to get through the next 91 days somehow. To help ease the
duty of filling these beautiful days with fun activities and memory making
excursions, we’ve stepped in with some top-picks for spotlight excursions, as
well as things to do around town. We wish you well as you muddle through the
weeks ahead! We’re sure you’ll at least be able to enjoy the summer a little bit.
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Vintage ice cream truck, the scoop
Model: Netsanet Beshahe
Make-up: Beautiful Grounds | Hair: Josefine’s Salon Concepts
Clothing & Accessories: Tangerine Boutique

Photographed by Wobble Monkey Photography
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NELSON,

BRITISH COLUMBIA
A visit to Ainsworth Hot Springs
is a quintessential part of any trip
to Nelson Kootenay Lake. Located
just 40 minutes from Nelson, three
world-famous hot pools are set into
the side of the mountain, each with
fantastic views of Kootenay Lake.
Originating in the Cody Caves
area, the water is heated as it filters
through porous rock almost one and
a half miles beneath the surface.
Hydraulic pressure then forces the
water upwards where it emerges
at a steamy 116F. The water is then
cooled to an average 107F before
it hits Ainsworth Hot Springs. The
main lounging pool temperature
averages about 95F but there is
also a stream fed cold plunge pool
for anyone who is game to give it a
try. www.nelsonkootenaylake.com
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Farmer’s Market
Wednesdays 4 p.m. – 7 p.m. through
September
Get out of the midweek rut with
a trip to the Downtown Farmer’s
Market. Local farmers and vendors
gather to offer fresh produce, artisan
breads, arts, and crafts. Grab some
fresh produce or other tasty treats to
eat and then head over for a walk on
the boardwalk to soak up some sun
or have a picnic in McEuen Park.

Car d’Alene – 25th Anniversary
Friday, June 19 & Saturday, June 20
It’s a classic car weekend and fun for all
ages. Stake out a spot on the sidewalk
Friday night in downtown Coeur d’Alene
to watch the classic cars cruise the
streets. Get up close and personal with
the beautiful cars Saturday at the car
show, awards at 4 p.m. located at 5th &
Sherman downtown. The cruise and car
show are free to attend. Cars require
registration to enter the cruise and/or
show.

Downtown Concert Series
Tuesdays 6 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. starting
July 7
Head down to Sherman Square
Park to catch the Downtown Coeur
d’Alene Concert Series. As in years
past, this free concert series will
feature a lineup of great musicians.
Check the concert schedule online to
view bands. Bad weather moves the
concert to The Coeur d’Alene Resort
Plaza Shops.

Street Fair
Friday, July 31 through Sunday, August 2
Located on Sherman Avenue in
downtown Coeur d’Alene, the 2015
Street Fair is the best arts and crafts
weekend in the Northwest. There are
over 200 vendors lining the streets with
crafts, good eats and treats. This event
also coincides with the outdoor festival,
Art on the Green, at North Idaho
College. Art on the Green promotes and
encourages the arts in the community.

Coeur d’Alene
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Both events are free and open to the
public. For more information, visit www.
coeurdalene.org

Adult (21 + Over)
Entertainment

Casinos –Betting that summer will be
more fun if you are willing to take a
gamble? You could have a winning
time at one of the local casinos. Try
the blackjack tables at Northern Quest
Casino (www.northernquest.com) in
Airway Heights, or make it a day on the
golf course at Coeur d’Alene Casino
(www.cdacasino.com) in Worley, ID.
Soiree on the Edge at Arbor Crest
- The music, the wine, the hillside
vistas, the fresh air. At Soiree on the
Edge, on the lawn of the beautiful
Arbor Crest Winery, you will share with
those around you an exciting array of
musical experiences. Music Director
Eckart Preu and the orchestra musicians
will serenade you. Sit back and renew
your spirit with an exciting assortment
spokanecda.com • JUNE • 2015
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of musical delights both traditional
and contemporary. Bring your picnic
or purchase your meal (or Arbor Crest
wine) on site. August 12th and 19th.
www.spokanesymphony.org
Maryhill Winery - The annual summer
concert series at Maryhill Winery is
taking a hiatus this summer in order
to improve safety and traffic flow on
Highway 14, but before you start crying
into your wine, make sure to still put
Maryhill Winery on your summer fun
calendar for these events. Father’s Day
Vineyard Walk: Spend Father’s Day in
the vineyards at Maryhill during their
annual vineyard walk on Saturday, June
20, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. Proceeds benefit
the American Heart Association. On
Saturday, August 1, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. is
the Blue Moon, Blues & BBQ
Celebrate this year’s only blue moon, in
the scenic Columbia Gorge at Maryhill
paired with live music, food and wine!
www.maryhillwinery.com
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Walla Walla, the capital of Washington wine
country, is home to some of the best cycling in
the Evergreen State. With uncrowded rural roads
that pass through miles of rolling vineyards,
wheat fields, and farmland, Walla Walla is not
only a picturesque cycling destination but also an
uncomplicated one. From downtown Walla Walla,
cyclists are just minutes from rural farm roads that
lead to the nearby Blue Mountains, where steep
climbs await. West of town, gently undulating
roads cut through seemingly endless wheat fields,
where you’re likely to encounter as many tractors
as cars. And for those interested in tackling less
rigorous and more urban routes, the paved paths
and bikeways that run through Walla Walla’s historic
neighborhoods are a great option for families or for
those who just want to cruise.
The Walla Walla Valley bicycle map – which can be
viewed and downloaded for free from the Visitor
Resources page at www.wallawalla.org – details the
region’s most popular urban and rural routes with
easy-to-follow directions.
With more than 120 wineries, world-class
performing arts and cultural attractions plus
a growing reputation as a must-visit culinary
destination, there’s plenty here for cyclists to taste,
eat and explore after a few hours in the saddle.
- courtesy of Tourism Walla Walla

Wine Tasting Tours – Washington is
becoming increasingly well known for
its wine production, and some of the
best wineries are right here in Spokane.
With 18 local wineries within the city,
visit several throughout the summer, and
become better acquainted with your
local wineries. www.spokanewineries.net

Artistic Flair

MAC (Museum of Arts and Culture)
- When you have a MAC attack, satisfy
it with a trip to Spokane’s premier
museum, located in Browne’s Addition.
Several exhibits running throughout the
summer are worth your time. (509) 4563931 www.northwestmuseum.org
Northwest Renaissance Festival - Hear
ye, hear ye! Calling all kings, queens
and wenches. One of summer’s staple
events is the Northwest Renaissance Fair
Festival is celebrating its 21st year over

four weekends in July. With jousting,
music, theatre, comedy and quadrille
and quintaine (think horses), you will
want to come back multiple weekends.
For more information about activities
and performers, visit their website at
www.nwrf.net
Art on the Green - Now in its 47th
year, annual arts and crafts festival is
a Coeur d’Alene tradition, which will
bring together over 135 artists and an
expected 50,000 visitors when it hits
the green July 31- August 2. You can
view and purchase art from a variety of
mediums including metal, wood beads,
clay and fiber. Located on the old Fort
Sherman grounds, on the North Idaho
College campus. www.artonthegreen.
org

Free and Fun

Picnic at your favorite local park – No
permit, pass or ticket needed; simply
spokanecda.com • JUNE • 2015

117

Summer

Fun

20

15

fill up the picnic basket, grab a blanket
and head to your favorite local park for
a leisurely meal and a chance to relax in
the beauty of our numerous local parks.
Don’t forget to pack a Frisbee!
First Fridays - This family-friendly event,
the first Friday of each month, features
live dance, music and theatre exhibits,
as well as art showings and more. Events
run from 5-8 p.m. and vary each month.
www.downtownspokane.net
Spokane River Centennial Trail – There
are probably over a hundred reasons
to love Spokane’s Centennial Trail. Start
discovering them yourself, whether it
is by biking, walking, running or rollerblading on this trail, which is one of the
true gems of the city. Hop on the trail at
any point along the way, between NineMile Falls and the Idaho border – that is
a lot of trail from which to choose.
www.spokanecentennialtrail.org
Public Libraries – Check it out. Literally,
check out some books. Our libraries are
alive with excitement over the summer.
Whether you are looking for a book
to read, want to research an area of
interest, or simply want to escape the
heat by cooling off with a book, this is
the place to do it. Check out summer
story hours and activities for children!
www.spokanelibrary.org
Crosby Museum - Bing Crosby was not
just a well-known celebrity, he was also
a Gonzaga University alumnus and a
well-loved citizen of Spokane. One of
the world’s largest public collections of
Crosby memorabilia is displayed in the
Crosbyana Room in the Foley Center.
Learn more about Bing and his life as a

Spokanite. www.gonzaga.edu
Riverside State Park – There is a little
bit of heaven just a few miles from
downtown. Riverside State Park is a
great place to spend the day hiking or
biking along the trails, watching rafters
and kayakers fly by on the water and
enjoying the beauty of the area. With
camping and restroom facilities, you
may just want to move in! For more
information visit
www.riversidestatepark.org
Manito Park Duncan Gardens- The
gardens of Versailles are so lovely,
but the airfare is outrageous. Enjoy a
garden of similar extreme beauty, for
free. Manito Park’s Duncan Garden is a
stunning sight to see, and will soon be a
destination favorite.
www.thefriendsofmanito.org

Worth a Drive

Grand Coulee Dam Light Show – A
tradition in the making, a trip to Grand
Coulee Dam is well-worth the drive.
The story of the Columbia River is
told through narration and laser lights
that dance across the dam. There is a
patriotic finale that all will enjoy. Shows
run daily throughout the summer.
www.grandcouleedam.org
The National Lentil Festival – Visit
Pullman for the lentils! Our area of
eastern Washington and northern Idaho,
the Palouse Region, grows a third of
the lentils in the United States. Since
1989, the National Lentil Festival has
celebrated this wonderful little legume
that is consumed by people all over the
world. Join the fun
this year! www.
lentilfest.com

COEUR D’ALENE,
IDAHO
Art Walk
Every second Friday 5 p.m. – 8 p.m. through December
Grab the family and stroll through beautiful Downtown Coeur
d’Alene to take in the vibrant gallery scene of local and
nationally acclaimed artists. All are within walking distance;
just follow the yellow balloons. Art Walk is a family-friendly,
free event.
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Resort Life –
Visit heaven on
earth: Priest Lake.
Established in 1932,
Elkins Resort (www.
elkinsresort.com)
is a Priest Lake
favorite for locals,
not just for summer
vacations, but
also for their busy
summer wedding

season. Family-owned and operated
since 1946, Hill’s Resort (www.hillsresort.
com) has been a popular destination on
the lake ever since its first summer in
business. It is not just Priest Lake that
has all the good places, though. Check
out Klinks Resort on Lake Williams
(www.klinksresort.com) a mere 30 miles
from Spokane.
Hell’s Canyon – With 652,488 acres
of beauty, including the Snake River
and the deepest river gorge in North
America, opportunities abound in Hell’s
Canyon National Recreation Area, in
the northeastern corner of Oregon and
western edge of Idaho. Whether you
are horseback riding, mountain biking,
hiking, rafting or taking a driving tour,
the adventure is palpable.
www.fs.fed.us/hellscanyon
Glacier National Park – A National
park located within a day’s drive is one
of the best parts of living here. Head to
Glacier and enjoy the beauty of over 1
million acres of forests, meadows and
lakes, with backpacking, boating, fishing
and hiking as some of the most favored
activities. www.nps.gov/glac

Kid Friendly

City Pools– It’s cool to go to the pool!
Pools are open from June 22. Jump,
float, dive or simply splash in one of
Spokane Park’s Departments six aquatic
centers: A.M. Cannon Park, Comstock,
Hillyard, Liberty, Shadle and Witter. A
variety of aquatic programs and open
swim sessions are available at each pool.
www.spokaneparks.org
MOBIUS - Just because it is summer
doesn’t mean you stop learning especially when you include a trip to
MOBIUS on your schedule. Located
across the street from Nordstrom, in a
26,000 center, this hands on children’s
museum and educational experience
combines science, technology and
entertainment all in one!
www.mobiusspokane.org
Cat Tales Zoological Park – Looking for
a roaring good time this summer? Head
out to Cat Tales on Spokane’s north
side. Where else in this part of the world
can you go to see an assortment of
spokanecda.com • JUNE • 2015
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large exotic cats? This is an experience
to remember. www.cattales.org
Spokane Farmer’s Market – Gather
goodies fresh from the land without
having to do the harvesting yourself.
Mosey on down to Spokane Farmer’s
Market, located at 20 W. 5th Avenue,
between Division and Browne and
browse the best in local produce,
flowers and more.
www.spokanefarmersmarket.org
Woodland Park Zoo – Lions and
tigers and bears, oh my! From lions to
zebras, elephants, penguins, giraffes,
flamingos, bears, wolves and more,
Seattle’s Woodland Park Zoo is an oasis
in the middle of the city. This must see,
world-class zoo provides a chance to see
animals you may never otherwise see,
right in the heart of the city. Well worth
the drive! www.zoo.org
Olympic Game Farm - Originally
designed as a holding facility for the
animal actors of Disney Studios, for
over 40 years, Olympic Game Farm has
provided an opportunity for visitors from
all over the world to learn and observe
wildlife, igniting countless imaginations.
With over 200 animals onsite, driving
tours leave visitors with vivid memories
of these amazing creatures; experiences
which, at first are hard to imagine,
become pleasantly surprising. Friendly
llamas and yak eat bread from your
hand, clowning bears stand up and
wave, and the elk and buffalo peacefully
grazing in the pastures. This may be the
event of your summer!
www.olygamefarm.com

Miscellaneous Fun

Laser Quest – Ever want to zap your
co-worker or friend? Now is your chance
to do it with laser guns, and to have
great fun in the process. The excitement
is palpable at Laser Quest in downtown
Spokane’s old Armory building. Gather
a group of friends or coworkers and let
the adventure begin.
www.laserquest.com
Visit The Scoop – Perhaps the coolest –
and smallest – ice cream shop in the city,
The Scoop is a summertime destination
- and they have the best vintage van!
Featuring delicious ice cream offerings
120

spokanecda.com • JUNE • 2015

and outdoor seating, it is worth the walk
– or drive. They don’t have a website
you can visit, so just go straight to The
Scoop, at 1001 West 25th Avenue

Olympic Game Farm
On the Olympic Peninsula

Home of the
Waving Bears!

Fourth of July!!! Celebrate America’s
birthday with fireworks and music at
Riverfront Park. This annual community
event celebrates Independence Day
with family-friendly activities, food,
music, arts and crafts, culminating in
a spectacular fireworks extravaganza.
www.spokaneriverfrontpark.com

Olympic Game Farm is excellent
for birthday parties, churches,
schools, day care centers, scouts,
senior citizens, and picnics.

IMAX – Escape the heat of the summer
by slipping into the doors of the IMAX
theatre in Riverfront Park. With the area’s
tallest movies screen and a bevy of
interesting and educational films, this is
the place to be.
www.spokaneriverfrontpark.com

1423 Ward Rd. Sequim, WA 98382

1-800-778-4295 • 360-683-4295

Green Bluff – A visit to Green Bluff is
sure to kick start your summer. With
over 30 area growers, each boasting a
variety of fruits and vegetables, you can
pick your way through the summer. Our
favorite activity is picking strawberries in
June! Visit www.greenbluffgrowers.com

www.OlyGameFarm.com

Near Nature

Fishing – Holy Mackerel! Well, mackerel
may not be what you will find in the
local waters, but other types of fish are
abundant. Fishing is a way of life in the
Northwest in the summer. Pack a picnic
and head to your favorite spot, or if you
want the guidance of a professional,
contact one of the many local guide
services that offer afternoon trips or
weekend getaways!
Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge
– Originally established as breeding
and nesting grounds for migratory
birds and other animals, Turnbull offers
16,000 acres of land, 3,036 of which
are wetlands. Get out and explore
this unique area, which is only a
40-minute drive from Spokane! For more
information, visit www.fws.gov/turnbull
Hiking - From full day hikes to mini
stretches in the middle of the day, this
area is an unlimited playground. Try
some of the trails on Mt. Spokane for
day hikes. Don’t forget to pack a picnic
and plenty of water (sunscreen is a smart
move, too.) For all you “urban hikers”

Our focus at Airstream of Spokane is serving our customers in the best
way possible with competitive pricing and excellent service. We provide
an extensive orientation on a new Airstream purchase as we believe a
well versed Airstreamer is a happy Airstreamer.

AIRSTREAM of Spokane
1104 N Park Rd, Suite 4
Spokane Valley, WA 99212
800-562-8015
www.airstreamofspokane.com
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out there who are looking for something
to fit into your day between meetings and
phone calls, head down to the trails near the
old Flour Mill. With lots of exploring to be
had there, you can hike on your lunch break!

Our goal at Wild Walls is to offer a controlled
and enjoyable environment for anyone to
experience all that indoor climbing has to
offer. Our expert staff are always ready to
answer your questions and help climbers of
any skill level improve their climbing!

Camping – Sleep under the stars! With more
nearby lakes than you can count on your
fingers, there are unlimited options when
it comes to camping. We prefer the old
fashioned kind involving a tent, but even
posh-style camping in an RV or trailer can be
fun. Some of our favorite spots are on Priest
Lake and at Farragut State Park near Lake
Pend Orielle. For more camping spots, visit
www.idahoparks.org/parks
es availble!
Groups & Party packag
classes,
g
bin
clim
r
offe
We also
ms.
yoga, and youth progra

wildwalls.com // 202 W. 2nd Ave, Sopkane WA 99201 \\ 509.455.9596

Golfing – It is one of the greatest ways to
spend an early morning or late afternoon
in Spokane, and with numerous private and
public courses there is no shortage of places
to play golf. Try visiting several courses
throughout the summer, including our
fabulous county golf courses.
www.spokanecounty.org
River Rafting – Only a few miles from
downtown, the river can sweep you away
on an adventure, making you feel you are
million miles from home. River Rafting
provides a rush of adrenaline with every
rapid you tackle. Flow Adventures’ Spokane
River Rafting trips are great fun and can
take you through class II and some class III
rapids right in your own town! www.flowadventures.com

Get Up and Move

Spokane Shock Arena Football – It
shouldn’t be a shock that the Spokane Shock
are so popular. The Veteran’s Memorial
Arena is fast becoming the favorite place
in town as Spokanites gather to watch live
pyrotechnic displays and thrilling victories
of their hometown Arena Football League
team.
www.spokaneshock.com
Sky High - The sky’s the limit when it comes
to how many calories, and how much energy
you can burn up, jumping at Spokane’s
largest trampoline park. Whether it is for
fun, for exercise, or just a chance to be with
friends and family, Sky High Sports is a one
of a kind recreation and entertainment spot.
Don’t forget to check out the Dodgeball and
Foam Pit! spo.jumpskyhigh.com
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Have more questions? email

us events@bozzimedia.com

Friday July 24th
5:30pm-10:00pm
Arbor Crest | 4705 N Fruit Hill Rd, Spokane WA

$25GA | $50VIP
TICKETS ON SALE at

TICKETSWEST.COM

July 24TH2015
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Creating Beautiful
Smiles
Braces for
Children and Adults

Dr. Aaron Williams
DDS, MS

South Hill Location
418 East 30th Ave. • Spokane, WA 99203

509.624.1139
North Spokane
605 E. Holland Ave. • Spokane, WA 99218

509.998.1745

www.combsortho.com

Horseback Riding – Giddyup! Horseback
riding is an exciting way to see the trails
of the area from a new vantage point.
Numerous parks and recreation sites allow
horses on trails. Find local horseback riding
opportunities at www.horserentals.com/
washington
Spokane Indians Baseball Games – It’s
opening night of Spokane Indians Baseball
on June 18! You’ll be enjoying the fireworks
with the rest of the crowd as our Indians
take on the Hillsboro Hops at 6:30 p.m.
www.milb.com
Ironman CDA –Visit beautiful Coeur
d’Alene on June 28, and cheer on those
brave souls who are willing to swim, bike
and run all on the same day. Watch these
athletes who have come from all over the
world to participate in the competition. It
may just inspire you to start training for next
year! www.ironmancda.com
Hoopfest - The world’s largest 3-on-3
basketball tournament takes place right
here in Spokane each summer. No jumping
through hoops to get the information,
we’ve got it for you: This summer it is June
27-28. Drawing teams from over 37 states,
and over 24,000 participants, this event is a
slam-dunk success every year.
www.hoopfest.org

509.624.7263

Valley Girl Triathlon – Who said ladies
don’t sweat? The girls will be sweatin’ this
summer in Liberty Lake when they tackle
this increasingly popular triathlon on Sunday
July 12. Come cheer on local women as
they run, bike and swim their way to a
victory. www.valleygirltri.com

Simply Unforgettable!

1216 S. Grand Blvd. Spokane
509.624.1301 • beaukflorist.net
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Hiawatha Bike Trail – Traveling on this old
train route in the North Idaho panhandle
is a history lesson and bike trip in one.
Named for the route the Milwaukee
Railroad took from Illinois to Washington,
the trail offers 15 miles of varied conditions,
including ten tunnels. Shuttle buses are
available; however bikers must bring their
own helmets, lighting and food and water.
The trail usually opens on Memorial Day
weekend. There are several informative
websites, including www.friendsofcdatrails.
org or www.skilookout.com/hiaw/
HAPPY SUMMER TO ALL!!!
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