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his is the third home we
have built for ourselves,” says Dave Largent,
standing with his wife Lori in the entryway of
their comfortable and welcoming home which
they designed and built a little over four years
ago. Dave is no stranger to building homes; it
is what he does for a living as owner of Dave
Largent Homes. “We’re a custom builder,” he
says of his company. “Everyone wants something different.” This time the client who
wanted a house that was unique and different
was himself and his wife.
The goal this time was to fine tune their
home to one that fit their needs and lifestyle.
The first of their three homes was a more
formal Southwestern style home with painted
woodwork and a formal floor plan. They were
comfortable in the house, but a client who
was interested in having Dave build him a
house, stopped by to visit and, liking it, made
an offer to buy it. They were soon packing
up and heading out to the second home they
built, which they lived in for three years before
deciding to build their current home.
Both of their previous homes had been built
in the Five-Mile area, but when it came time
to build this one, they branched out to a new
area of town. “It was hard to leave, but it was
good timing,” says Lori. They looked at what
was available lot-wise, in the city, and what
would provide them with the best location and
views, yet not be completely blocked in with
development.
A location by water was the perfect spot, but
next came the decision of what design they
wanted to go with. Just as Dave’s prospective
clients draw inspiration from his past projects,
he, too, turned to his past projects for inspiration. “I built a house at Black Rock and really
liked how it turned out,” he says, explaining
from where many of the features, designs and
material choices in this house came. The materials which they used came together beautifully, creating a style that is warm, inviting and
relaxed, yet still has an elegant streak pulsing
through it.
After starting construction in March 2005,
Dave, Lori and their children moved into the
home eight months later.
Pine tress, boulders and a water feature dot
The recessed cedar ceiling in the master bedroom draws the eye upward.
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the landscape of the front yard, while a
ribbon of shiny pebbled walkway snakes
from the street and the three-car driveway
to a cozy front porch. Tucked beneath the
protective overhang and held up by two
stacked slate pillars, is a private porch.
The path to the front door transitions
from the pebbled walkway to an inlaid
slate design that serves as a permanent
welcome mat for the house by the front
door. Two whicker chairs are nestled in
the corner of the porch, in front of two
large picture windows that open onto the
interior staircase.

The front door is an impressive solid
alder piece that is accented with iron
grommets and designs that encases a small
window which opens to provide a view of
who is at the door. Tall windows flank
each side of the door and are encased in
a larger version of the iron design. The
overall effect is one of elegance and detail.
“I’d call it rustic craftsman,” says Lori of
the home’s style.
Coming into the house, the quiet and
comfort of the home seem to envelope you
once the door gently latches shut. It is not
difficult to picture guests and family alike

kicking off their shoes and feeling right at
home in this area. Shoes aren’t required to
be taken off, though; Dave and Lori opted
for slate flooring throughout most of the
main floor.
The slate they selected has beautiful
caramel and latte colors with accents of
chocolate brown. Mixed together, it looks
like a bowl of melted ice cream, where the
chocolate sauce, caramel and cream have
all mixed together, creating a smooth,
delectable design.
When it comes to the walls, a Venetian
plaster look was created by using a skip
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Opting for a casual dining room that is open to the kitchen and living areas, the Largents were able to maximize this relaxing view.
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Math Anxiety ???

The rich tones from the knotty alder used throughout the house culminate in a stunning symphony of beauty in the kitchen.

trowel over sheet rock, and sealing it with
color. The result is a beautiful, old-world
style wall that looks as though it is authentic chipping plaster, much like you would
find in an old European village.
The chandelier hanging from the vaulted cedar ceiling in the foyer shines a soft
light down onto the two-tone chocolate
104

brown area rug. The soft nap of the carpet contrasts with the hard surface of the
slate floor and provides a spot of warmth
against the cool tiles.
To the left off of the entryway, double
glass doors open into a home office. Builtin cabinets and drawers allow organization
to reign supreme in the room while still
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keeping the look seamlessly connected to
the main portion of the house. Having a
home office is a convenience that many
homeowners appreciate, so they can check
emails, pay bills and surf the Internet at
home, but for Dave and Lori, it is a necessity. Lori uses it as her home office, where
she handles the business end of their new

A tutoring Center for high
school and college students

venture, Sprout Salon & Spa. Opened in
October of 2009, the business demands
their time, but with a custom built home
office, it is easy to keep the business running from their home.
Back in the foyer, a railing with iron
work similar to what is found on the front
door, leads down to the lower level of the

Now Enrolling SAT Workshops!
Algebra Thru AP Calculus
Homework Assistance
Flexible Schedule
Certified Teacher

Call for free consultation

509-325-MATH

14 E. Mission Suite 1 • Spokane, WA
www.dothemath-spokane.com
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Does your child struggle with
reading, writing, math??

The wall of windows in the living room open out onto the deck, which provides a wonderful outdoor living space.

home. Just past this staircase, the main
floor space opens up into a massive great
room, kitchen and dining area.
“We knew we wanted the great room
and kitchen to be together and wanted a
dining area within those two,” says Dave.
“We wanted the dining room to be some106

thing we could use every day, but if we
have people over, we can still fit 14 to 16
people.” The open concept allows for more
breathing and elbow room, yet the space is
not wasted during times when it is just the
family around the table.
Just to the left of the staircase, dry-stack
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stone trims a door that is the same style as
the front door, and has the same iron work
detail. The stones around the door create
the look of a cellar, which is appropriate
because this door is right near the bar,
which is just off of the kitchen, tucked
into a corner.

“We had a bar in each of the other two
houses. They were big bars, but didn’t
get used much because they were just too
separate,” says Dave. In order to fix that,
they opted to build this bar off of the
kitchen in the great room.
Alder cupboards with a granite coun-

CALL Liberty Lake Learning Center for FREE Consultation!!
Our tutoring is ALWAYS Affordable & WA Certified
Individual & Group Sessions Available

Joan Peters • Founder • Reading and Learning Disability Specialist
MAT Education/Early Childhood • BM Music Performance
www.thelibertylakelearningcenter.com • 509.954.5378
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The Miracle Skylight.
Prices are for shake or shingle
roofs. Other roof types $50.00
additional charge. Lighted/
vented units available.
Up to 4ft of Attic Space
Longer Length Available

10" Size
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Installed

$499
do it yourself

Add a Sunroom
in Less Than
2 Hours With
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$325

14" Size
Brightens 200 sf

Installed

$649
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$435

Seeger Company
509.993.3983
704 N Superior #C • Spokane WA 99202

The materials used for this home work together to give it a rustic craftsman look.

tertop and small slate backsplashes all tie
together to create a beautiful style. A wine
fridge is tucked beneath the counter while
up above the counter are glass cupboards
which allow views of the beautiful stemware housed within. Speakers perched
atop the bar provide surround sound for
the big-screen television that is in the living room area.
Rounding the corner from the bar into
the kitchen is a smooth transition, as the
knotty alder wood of the cupboards and
cabinets, and the granite countertops con108
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tinue into this space. This is a kitchen that
is built for equal parts cooking, entertaining and dazzling of the eyes. The smooth
knotty alder in a beautiful, rich tone gives
a warm feel to the room. A built-in Miele
cappuccino/latte machine eliminates the
need for any early-morning Starbucks runs
to get the eyes open and functioning.
Dave and Lori tapped into one of the
trends that continues to remain popular: camouflaging appliances behind a
cabinet-style front. This allows the convenience of the appliances to be within

hands’ reach, but the unsightly look of a
refrigerator, dishwasher or trash compactor doesn’t detract from the elegant look
of the room.
A three-sided island delineates the space
between the kitchen, and the living room
and dining room. Covered in dark granite, the countertops on the island have a
second level which is honed black granite
with a chiseled edge. This higher counter
serves as an eating perch around which
four leather chairs are clustered. Behind
this three-sided bar is a center island in the
kitchen which provides a place to do prep
work, along with a prep sink.
A massive six-burner and grill-top Wolff
range is the star of the kitchen. “We like to
cook and entertain quite a bit,” says Lori.
“Well, I can’t say I like to cook much,
but she does!” says Dave. “Another feature
we chose for the kitchen was to have two
dishwashers. We had the space for it and
it is really nice.” That means that when
they do have guests over, there is no need
to wait with a sink full of dirty dishes for
the first load to finish. Everything may
be washed at once, cutting down on clean
up time, and ensuring there is a constant
stream of clean dishes available during
dinner parties and gatherings. The dishwashers are both hidden behind knotty
alder covers.
The cabinet doors in the kitchen are
recessed, rather than being placed on top
of the frame work for the cupboards, and
they are sealed with a black glazing, which
makes the trim and the distressed parts
stand out with a finished look.
The dining room is located off of the
kitchen, on the other side of the threesided island. “We figured out we didn’t
use those rooms,” says Dave of the standalone, formal dining rooms found in their
two previous homes. “When we did use
it, the formal dining room still wasn’t big
enough.” An open, less formal dining room
was a natural choice for not just Dave and
Lori, but for many people who are building homes. “People are not only getting
away from the formal living room, but the
formal dining rooms as well,” says Dave.
The dining room in this house sits in a
bay with a wall of windows. Surrounded
by six leather chairs and floor to ceiling
windows, sitting at the table provides

Redeem this coupon to receive up to
20% off on the spring purchase of your
complete Four Seasons Sunroom!
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The glass brick half-wall of the shower serves as the divider between individual bathrooms.

Dreams come
in all sizes...
We help you
build yours!
Reflect Your
Own personal Styles
• Award Winning Designs
• Exquisite Cabinetry
• Complete Renovation Service
Design Inspirations by:

Kitchen/Interior
Showcase
Showroom location
8121 E. Sprague
509-928-4878
Contr. Lic.# MOHRC1*055PA

the Bronze Award in our
2009 Reader’s Survey in the class of
~ best kitchen design ~
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views down on to a landscaped back yard
with two fire-pits and a patio, one story
below. The property tapers downhill to a
pine covered area which meets up with the
Spokane River. Views of the water rushing
by add to the enjoyment of any evening
spent gathered around the dinner table.
Double doors open off the end of the
dining room and out onto a deck. “It’s like
another room,” says Lori of the covered
deck which they extended out past the
back of the house. With a Wolff gas-range
on the deck, a flat-screen television, and
overstuffed patio chairs and couches, this
is an outdoor living space that may be one
of the most relaxing you will find.
Back inside, the living room floor boasts
a rich textured carpet, replacing the slate
used in the main living area. A wall of
windows floods the living room with sunlight and looks out onto the deck. Hearty
stuffed chairs and couches dot the room,
providing cozy places to sit. A dry-stack
stone fireplace sits nestled between a wall
of built-in cabinets creating a wall of texture and color. “We knew we wanted to
use cedar in the ceilings, because it gives
it a warm feeling,” says Dave of the living
room’s vaulted ceiling and the ten-foot
ceilings found throughout the rest of the
house.
Back in the foyer, a hall off of the main
area leads to the master suite and to a guest
powder room. The guest bath has slate
floors with a river design made of pebbles
curving through the floor. A copper basin
sits atop the counter and is fed through
copper handles which sprout directly from
the wall, adding a unique touch.
Double doors across from the powder
room lead to the master suite. When the
doors open, a metropolitan sleek bedroom
suite is revealed. Smooth low nap carpet
in a soft oatmeal shade is topped by black
furniture, including a black leather headboard and footboard on the bed. Above
the bed is a large circular cut-out lined
with cedar. Hidden lighting peeks out
from within the circle, sending a soft glow
of light down into the room. A chandelier hangs down, illuminating the elegant
white bedding.
Two corners of the room have windows
on both sides, meaning there are four
windows total, providing sweeping views

Your
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Years of Craftsmanship

A

t Affordable Custom Cabinets we've
been designing and building custom
cabinetry for over a quarter of a century.
Customizing cabinets to fit your needs
and desires is what we do best. Keep us
in mind for your next home project.

Showroom 12115 E. Mission M-F 10-5 Sat. 10-4 • 892-4374
www.affordablecustomcabs.com

Proof that bedrooms work on the lower level.

toward both the front and back yards of
the home. An armless, open, over stuffed
white chair in the corner provides a great
spot for Pumpkin, the family cat, to curl
up in the warm sunshine.
Off of the bedroom a small walkway
leads to two bathrooms connected by
a shower. A doorway to the right off of
the walkway opens to Dave’s bathroom.
Travertine floors provide a cool foundation to the room and are complimented
by extra tall granite topped counters and
white recessed cupboards. A commode
alcove and walk-in closet finish off the
area. Upon entering the room, a glass
brick wall is immediately to the left,
extending into a walk-in shower. Back
out in the walkway, a door leads into
another bathroom, this one belonging
to Lori. Stepping into her bathroom, the
glass bricks are immediately on the right
and extend into the shower. Though each
bathroom has a separate entrance and
is complete in and of itself, they both
open into a large dual-head shower with a
rough-hewn granite ledge.
Lori’s bathroom has the added benefit of natural lighting which is provided
through the windows above the corner

25

jetted-tub – another feature unique to her
side, and one that takes advantage of the
sweeping views.
Steps to the lower level in many houses
are tucked behind doors, deep in the
interior of the house, but back in the front
foyer, this home makes use of the space
and creates a beautiful focal point with
its staircase. As the steps descend to the
lower level, they are illuminated by the
two picture windows on the front of the
house which open out onto the previously
mentioned front porch.
The ample light doesn’t go away once
you reach the lower level. The back wall
of the main room on the lower level is
bright and cheery thanks to the wall of
windows and double doors that open out
onto a second back patio, complete with
walkways that lead down toward the treelined river.
Serving as a game room and entertainment area, the main room houses a pool
table and card table. Two leather chairs
with intense swivel power are clustered
around a television which is tucked into
an alcove, making it flush with the wall.
This is an ideal spot to watch television
if there are just two people, but when the
SPOKANE CDA LIVING / March 2010
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The Venetian plaster was created using a skip trowel over sheet rock, and sealing it with color.

3820 E. Dalke St. • Spokane, WA 99217

(509) 482-7262

numbers run higher, or when it is time for
the big screen effect, it is time to move
into the home theatre, which is located
through large double wood doors, just off
of the pool table area.
With dark walls and stadium style seating in generously sized leather reclining
theatre seats, who wouldn’t want to skip

www.spokaneoverheaddoor.com
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the theaters and stay home to watch a
movie? There is seating for eight in the
leather chairs, and with four additional
chairs in the back, every seat has a great
view of the large screen at the front of the
room. The only thing missing? Theatre
popcorn!
“Use your basement,” says Dave, offer-

3820 E. Dalke St. • Spokane, WA 99217

(509) 482-7262

www.SpokaneOverheadDoor.com
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ing one of his best tips for people
who are building a home. “It is so
much cheaper to finish your existing basement—we have them here in
Spokane—than to make your main
living area extended, or to add on to
the main floor.” In the design and
building process, Dave notices a lot
of parents aren’t comfortable having
their children’s bedrooms on the lower
level. “I think they have the image of
old basements or something, but you
can make the lower level as nice as the
main level.”
The lower level also houses living
quarters. Another set of double doors
in the main lower level room open to
reveal a beautiful pink nursery that
proves why girls are made of sugar and
spice and everything nice.
When it came to designing the
living quarters for their two oldest
children, Dave and Lori took their
daily needs into account. They are in
high school, and it was important that
they have a dedicated spot in which
to study and do their homework. To
accomplish this, Dave and Lori built
a study room with side-by-side built-in
desks and computers. Double doors
off of the game room open to this
study area. The room also serves as
the alcove to two bedrooms suites.
By providing a separate suite for their
children, Dave and Lori have provided
them with a convenient place to study,
but have also created a bit of space and
privacy for them. Additionally, the
study alcove and double doors provide
an extra sound barrier, so they are not
woken up by the cries of their younger
sister who also shares this level.
“We made a better use of our space,”
says Lori, referring to the more open
floor plan they opted for, one where
each room flows into the next, and
there are no rooms which are isolated by four walls. “We just wanted to
make sure whatever rooms we built we
had a use for. In the other two houses,
we had rooms that weren’t used.” Not
so in this house. Looks like the third
time’s a charm for this family!

www.northernlightssunrooms.com
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